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Encounagement when You Need It
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. Why you must be born again - pp. 10-14.

. How to come to God in repentance pp. 14-24.
. How to confess your sins to Him - pp. 24-28
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. How to surrender and dedicate your life to
God - pp. 28-32.

6. How to believe Him and receive a new life in
Christ - pp. 32-37

7. How to remain close by His side and maintain
an overcoming Christian life - pp. 37-43

8. How to seek the deeper life of a continual
abiding in Him - pp. 43-50
9. How to grow up in Him as you share in His
sacrifice - pp. 50-55.
10. How to study the Bible - pp. 55-60.

11. How to pray so your prayers will be answered
- pp. 61-69.

12. How to resist and overcome the temptation to
discouragement and doubt - pp. 69-76.

13. How to grow strong through praise to your
Heavenly Father - pp. 76-85

14. How to deepen your walk with God - pp. 86-
121.
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God's Love for Man

Nature and revelation alike testify of God's love. Our
Father in heaven is the source of life, of wisdom, and of
joy. Look at the wonderful and beautiful things of nature.
Think of their marvel ous adaptation to the needs and hap-
piness, not only of man, but of al living creatures. The
sunshine and the rain, that gladden and refresh the earth,
thehillsand seasand plains, all speak to us of the Creator’s
love. ItisGod who suppliesthe daily needsof all Hiscrea-
tures. In the beautiful words of the psalmist: “ The eyes of
all wait upon Thee; and Thou givest them their meat in due
season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire
of every living thing.” Psalm 145:15-16.

God made man perfectly holy and happy; and the fair
earth, asit camefrom the Creator’s hand, bore no blight of
decay or shadow of the curse. It is transgression of God's
law—the law of love—that has brought woe and death. Yet
even amid the suffering that resultsfrom sin, God'sloveis
revealed. Itiswritten that God cursed the ground for man’s
sake (Genesis 3:17). The thorn and the thistle—the diffi-
culties and trials that make his life one of toil and care—
were appointed for his good as a part of the training need-
ful in God's plan for his uplifting from the ruin and degra-
dation that sin has wrought. The world, though fallen, is
not all sorrow and misery. In nature itself are messages of
hope and comfort. There are flowers upon the thistles, and
the thorns are covered with roses.

“Godislove” iswritten upon every opening bud, upon
every spireof springing grass. Thelovely birds making the
air vocal with their happy songs, the delicately tinted flow-
ersin their perfection perfuming the air, the lofty trees of
theforest with their rich foliage of living green—all testify
to the tender, fatherly care of our God and to His desire to
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make His children happy.

The Word of God reveals His character. He Himself
hasdeclared Hisinfinitelove and pity. When M oses prayed,
“Show me Thy glory,” the Lord answered, “1 will makeall
My goodness pass beforethee” (Exodus 33:18-19). Thisis
Hisglory. The Lord passed before Moses, and proclaimed,
“The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin.” Exodus 34:6-7. Heis"“dow to anger, and of great
kindness’ (Jonah 4:2) “because He delighteth in mercy”
(Micah 7:18).

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered to-
kensin heaven and in earth. Through the things of nature,
and the deepest and tenderest earthly tiesthat human hearts
can know, He has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these
but imperfectly represent His love. Though all these evi-
dences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the
minds of men, so that they |ooked upon God with fear; they
thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men
to conceive of God as abeing whose chief attributeisstern
justice—onewho isaseverejudge, aharsh, exacting credi-
tor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching
with jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men,
that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to remove
thisdark shadow, by revealing to theworld theinfinitelove
of God, that Jesus came to live among men.

The Son of God came from heaven to make manifest
the Father. “No man hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which isin the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him.” John 1:18. “Neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal Him.” Matthew 11:27. When one of the disciples
made the request, “ Show us the Father,” Jesus answered,
“Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known Me, Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?’
John 14:8-9.
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In describing Hisearthly mission, Jesussaid, The Lord
“hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He
hath sent Meto heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliver-
anceto the captives, and recovering of sight totheblind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 4:18. Thiswas
His work. He went about doing good and healing all that
were oppressed by Satan. Therewerewholevillageswhere
there was not a moan of sicknessin any house, for He had
passed through them and healed all their sick. His work
gave evidence of His divine anointing. Love, mercy, and
compassion wererevealed in every act of Hislife; Hisheart
went out in tender sympathy to the children of men. He
took man’s nature, that He might reach man’s wants. The
poorest and humblest were not afraid to approach Him. Even
little children were attracted to Him. They loved to climb
upon His knees and gaze into the pensive face, benignant
with love.

Jesus did not suppress one word of truth, but He ut-
tered it always in love. He exercised the greatest tact and
thoughtful, kind attention in Hisintercoursewith the people.
He was never rude, never needlessly spoke a severe word,
never gave needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not
censure human weakness. He spoke the truth, but always
in love. He denounced hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity;
but tears were in His voice as He uttered His scathing re-
bukes. He wept over Jerusalem, the city He loved, which
refused to receive Him, theway, thetruth, and thelife. They
had rejected Him, the Saviour, but He regarded them with
pitying tenderness. His life was one of self-denial and
thoughtful care for others. Every soul was preciousin His
eyes. While He ever bore Himself with divine dignity, He
bowed with the tenderest regard to every member of the
family of God. In all men He saw fallen soulswhom it was
Hismission to save.

Such is the character of Christ as revealed in Hislife.
Thisis the character of God. It is from the Father’s heart
that the streams of divine compassion, manifest in Christ,
flow out to the children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying
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Saviour, was God “manifest intheflesh” (1 Timothy 3:16).

It was to redeem us that Jesus lived and suffered and
died. He became “a Man of Sorrows,” that we might be
made partakers of everlasting joy. God permitted His be-
loved Son, full of grace and truth, to come from aworld of
indescribable glory, to a world marred and blighted with
sin, darkened with the shadow of death and the curse. He
permitted Him to leave the bosom of His love, the adora-
tion of the angels, to suffer shame, insult, humiliation, ha-
tred, and death. “ The chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripeswe are healed.” I1saiah 53:5. Be-
hold Him in the wilderness, in Gethsemane, upon the cross!
The spotless Son of God took upon Himself the burden of
sin. He who had been one with God, felt in His soul the
awful separation that sin makes between God and man. This
wrung from Hislipsthe anguished cry, “My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Matthew 27:46. It was the
burden of sin, the sense of itsterrible enormity, of its sepa-
ration of the soul from God—it wasthisthat brokethe heart
of the Son of God.

But this great sacrifice was not madein order to create
in the Father’'s heart alove for man, not to make Him will-
ing to save. No, no! “God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son.” John 3:16. The Father loves us,
not because of the great propitiation, but He provided the
propitiation because He loves us. Christ was the medium
through which He could pour out His infinite love upon a
fallenworld. “ God wasin Christ, reconciling theworld unto
Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. God suffered with His Son.
Inthe agony of Gethsemane, the death of Calvary, the heart
of Infinite Love paid the price of our redemption.

Jesus said, “Therefore doth My Father love Me, be-
cause | lay down My life, that | might take it again.” John
10:17. That is, “My Father has so loved you that He even
loves Me more for giving My life to redeem you. In be-
coming your Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life,
by taking your liabilities, your transgressions, | am endeared
to My Father; for by My sacrifice, God can bejust, and yet
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the Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.”

None but the Son of God could accomplish our redemp-
tion; for only He who wasin the bosom of the Father could
declare Him. Only He who knew the height and depth of
the love of God could make it manifest. Nothing less than
theinfinite sacrifice made by Christ in behalf of fallen man
could express the Father’s love to lost humanity.

“God so loved theworld, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son.” He gave Him not only to live among men, to bear
their sins, and dietheir sacrifice. He gave Him to thefallen
race. Christ was to identify Himself with the interests and
needs of humanity. He who was one with God has linked
Himself with the children of men by ties that are never to
be broken. Jesus is “not ashamed to call them brethren”
(Hebrews 2:11); He is our Sacrifice, our Advocate, our
Brother, bearing our human form beforethe Father’sthrone,
and through eternal ages one with the race He has re-
deemed—the Son of man. And all this that man might be
uplifted from the ruin and degradation of sin that he might
reflect the love of God and share the joy of holiness.

The price paid for our redemption, the infinite sacri-
fice of our heavenly Father in giving His Sonto diefor us,
should give us exalted conceptions of what we may be-
come through Christ As the inspired apostle John beheld
the height, the depth, the breadth of the Father’s love to-
ward the perishing race, he was filled with adoration and
reverence; and, failing to find suitable language in which
to expressthe greatness and tenderness of thislove, hecalled
upon the world to behold it. “Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
thesonsof God.” 1 John 3:1. What avalue this placesupon
man! Through transgression the sons of man become sub-
jectsof Satan. Through faithinthe atoning sacrifice of Christ
the sons of Adam may become the sons of God. By assum-
ing human nature, Christ elevates humanity. Fallen men
are placed where, through connection with Christ, they may
indeed become worthy of the name “sons of God.”

Such love is without a parallel. Children of the heav-
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enly King! Precious promise! Themefor themost profound
meditation! The matchlesslove of God for aworld that did
not love Him! The thought has a subduing power upon the
soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God.
The more we study the divine character in the light of the
cross, the more we see mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness
blended with equity and justice, and the more clearly we
discerninnumerable evidences of alovethat isinfiniteand
atender pity surpassing a mother’s yearning sympathy for
her wayward child.

The Sinner’s Need of Chuist

Man was originally endowed with noble powersand a
well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being, and in
harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, hisaims holy.
But through disobedience, his powers were perverted, and
selfishness took the place of love. His nature became so
weakened through transgression that it wasimpossible for
him, inhisown strength, to resist the power of evil. Hewas
made captive by Satan, and would have remained so for-
ever had not God specially interposed. It wasthe tempter’s
purposeto thwart the divine planin man’screation, and fill
the earth with woe and desolation. And he would point to
al thisevil asthe result of God's work in creating man.

In his sinless state, man held joyful communion with
Him “in whom are hid al the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). But after hissin, he could no
longer find joy in holiness, and he sought to hide from the
presence of God. Suchisstill the condition of the unrenewed
heart. It is not in harmony with God, and finds no joy in
communion with Him. The sinner could not be happy in
God's presence; he would shrink from the companionship
of holy beings. Could he be permitted to enter heaven, it
would have no joy for him. The spirit of unselfish love that
reigns there—every heart responding to the heart of Infi-
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nite Love—would touch no answering chord in his soul.
His thoughts, his interests, his motives, would be aien to
those that actuate the sinless dwellersthere. Hewould bea
discordant note in the mel ody of heaven. Heaven would be
to him aplace of torture; he would long to be hidden from
Him who isitslight, and the center of itsjoy. Itisno arbi-
trary decree on the part of God that excludes the wicked
from heaven; they are shut out by their own unfitness for
its companionship. The glory of God would be to them a
consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, that they
might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem
them.

Itisimpossiblefor us, of ourselves, to escape from the
pit of siniin which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and
we cannot change them. “Who can bring a clean thing out
of an unclean? not one.” Job 14:4. “The carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.” Romans 8:7. Education, culture,
the exercise of thewill, human effort, all have their proper
sphere, but here they are powerless. They may produce an
outward correctness of behavior, but they cannot change
the heart; they cannot purify the springs of life. There must
be a power working from within, a new life from above,
before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That power
is Christ. His grace alone can quicken the lifelessfaculties
of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.

The Saviour said, “Except aman be born from above,”
unless he shall receive anew heart, new desires, purposes,
and motives, leading to anew life, “ he cannot see the king-
dom of God” (John 3:3, margin). Theideathat it is neces-
sary only to devel op the good that existsin man, by nature,
is a fatal deception. “The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritu-
aly discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14. “Marvel not that | said
unto thee, Ye must be born again.” John 3:7. Of Christitis
written, “In Himwaslife; and thelifewasthelight of men”
.. thereisno other “name under heaven given among men,
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whereby we must be saved” (John 1:4; Acts4:12).

Itisnot enough to perceivetheloving-kindness of God,
to seethe benevolence, thefatherly tenderness, of Hischar-
acter. It isnot enough to discern the wisdom and justice of
Hislaw, to seethat it isfounded upon the eternal principle
of love. Paul, the apostle, saw all this when he exclaimed,
“1 consent unto the law that it isgood . . The law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” But he
added, in the bitterness of his soul anguish and despair, “I
amcarnal, sold under sin” (Romans7:16, 12, 14). Helonged
for the purity, the righteousness, to which in himself he
was powerless to attain, and cried out, “O wretched man
that | am! who shall deliver me from this body of death?”
Romans 7:24, margin. Suchisthecry that hasgone up from
burdened heartsin al landsand in all ages. To all, thereis
but one answer, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.” John 1:29.

Many are the figures by which the Spirit of God has
sought toillustrate thistruth, and makeit plain to soulsthat
long to be freed from the burden of guilt. When, after his
sin in deceiving Esau, Jacob fled from his father’s home,
he was weighed down with a sense of guilt. Lonely and
outcast as he was, separated from al that had made life
dear, the one thought that above all others pressed upon his
soul wasthefear that hissin had cut him off from God, that
he was forsaken of Heaven. In sadness he lay down to rest
on the bare earth, around him only the lonely hills, and
above, the heavens bright with stars. As he slept, astrange
light broke upon hisvision; and lo, from the plain on which
he lay, vast shadowy stairs seemed to lead upward to the
very gates of heaven, and upon them angels of God were
passing up and down; while from the glory above, the di-
vine voice was heard in a message of comfort and hope.
Thus was made known to Jacob that which met the need
and longing of his soul—a Saviour. With joy and gratitude
he saw revealed away by which he, a sinner, could be re-
stored to communion with God. The mystic ladder of his
dream represented Jesus, the only medium of communica-
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tion between God and man.

Thisisthe same figure to which Christ referred in His
conversation with Nathanael, when He said, “Ye shall see
heaven open, and the angel s of God ascending and descend-
ing upon the Son of man” (John 1:51). In the apostasy, man
alienated himself from God; earth was cut off from heaven.
Across the gulf that lay between, there could be no com-
munion. But through Christ, earth is again linked with
heaven. With His own merits, Christ has bridged the gulf
which sin had made, so that the ministering angelscan hold
communion with man. Christ connects fallen man in his
weakness and hel plessnesswith the Source of infinite power.

But in vain are men’s dreams of progress, in vain al
effortsfor the uplifting of humanity, if they neglect the one
Source of hope and help for the fallen race. “Every good
gift and every perfect gift” (James1:17) isfrom God. There
isno true excellence of character apart from Him. And the
only way to God is Christ. He says, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
Me.” John 14:6.

The heart of God yearnsover Hisearthly children with
alove stronger than death. In giving up His Son, He has
poured out to us al heaven in one gift. The Saviour’s life
and death and intercession, the ministry of angels, the plead-
ing of the Spirit, the Father working above and through al,
the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,—all areenlisted
in behalf of man’s redemption.

Oh, let us contemplate the amazing sacrifice that has
been made for us! Let us try to appreciate the labor and
energy that Heaven is expending to reclaim the lost, and
bring them back to the Father’s house. Motives stronger,
and agencies more powerful, could never be brought into
operation; the exceeding rewardsfor rightdoing, the enjoy-
ment of heaven, the society of the angels, the communion
and love of God and His Son, the elevation and extension
of all our powers throughout eternal ages—are these not
mighty incentives and encouragements to urge us to give
the heart’s loving service to our Creator and Redeemer?
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And, on the other hand, the judgments of God pro-
nounced against sin, the inevitable retribution, the degra-
dation of our character, and the final destruction are pre-
sented in God's Word to warn us against the service of Sa-
tan.

Shall we not regard the mercy of God?What more could
He do? Let us place ourselvesin right relation to Him who
has loved us with amazing love. Let us avail ourselves of
the means provided for usthat we may be transformed into
Hislikeness, and be restored to fellowship with the minis-
tering angels, to harmony and communion with the Father
and the Son.

Repentance

How shall aman be just with God? How shall the sin-
ner be made righteous? It is only through Christ that we
can be brought into harmony with God, with holiness; but
how are we to come to Christ? Many are asking the same
question asdid the multitude on the Day of Pentecost, when,
convicted of sin, they cried out, “What shall we do?’ The
first word of Peter’s answer was, “Repent.” Acts 2:37-38.
At another time, shortly after, he said, “Repent . . and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” Acts 3:19.

Repentanceincludes sorrow for sin and aturning away
from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinful-
ness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no
real changeinthelife.

There are many who fail to understand the true nature
of repentance. Multitudes sorrow that they have sinned and
even make an outward reformation because they fear that
their wrongdoing will bring suffering upon themselves. But
this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the
suffering rather than the sin. Such was the grief of Esau
when he saw that the birthright was lost to him forever.
Balaam, terrified by the angel standing in his pathway with
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drawn sword, acknowledged his guilt lest he should lose
his life; but there was no genuine repentance for sin, no
conversion of purpose, no abhorrence of evil. Judas|scariot,
after betraying hisLord, exclaimed, “1 havesinned inthat |
have betrayed the innocent blood.” Matthew 27:4.

The confession was forced from his guilty soul by an
awful sense of condemnation and a fearful looking for of
judgment. The consequencesthat wereto result to himfilled
him with terror, but there was no deep, heartbreaking grief
in his soul, that he had betrayed the spotless Son of God
and denied the Holy One of Israel. Pharaoh, when suffer-
ing under the judgments of God, acknowledged hissin in
order to escape further punishment, but returned to his de-
fiance of Heaven as soon asthe plagueswere stayed. These
all lamented theresultsof sin, but did not sorrow for thesin
itself.

But when the heart yields to the influence of the Spirit
of God, the conscience will be quickened, and the sinner
will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's
holy law, the foundation of His government in heaven and
on earth. The*“Light, which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world” (John 1:9), illumines the secret chambers
of the soul, and the hidden things of darkness are made
manifest. Conviction takes hold upon the mind and heart.
The sinner has a sense of the righteousness of Jehovah and
feelsthe terror of appearing, in his own guilt and unclean-
ness, beforethe Searcher of hearts. He seesthelove of God,
the beauty of holiness, the joy of purity; he longs to be
cleansed and to be restored to communion with Heaven.

Theprayer of David, after hisfall, illustratesthe nature
of true sorrow for sin. Hisrepentance was sincere and deep.
Therewas no effort to palliate hisguilt; no desireto escape
thejudgment threatened inspired his prayer. David saw the
enormity of histransgression; he saw the defilement of his
soul; he loathed his sin. It was not for pardon only that he
prayed, but for purity of heart. He longed for the joy of
holiness—to be restored to harmony and communion with
God. Thiswas the language of his soul.
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“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity, and in whaose spirit thereisno guile.”
Psalm 32:1-2. “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Thy loving-kindness: According unto the multitude of Thy
tender merciesblot out my transgressions. . For | acknowl-
edge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me . .
Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean: wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow . . Create in me aclean heart, O
God; and renew aright spirit within me. Cast me not away
from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me
with Thy free spirit . . Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O
God, Thou God of my salvation: And my tongue shall sing
aoud of Thy righteousness.” Psalm 51:1, 3, 7, 10-12, 14.

A repentance such as this is beyond the reach of our
own power to accomplish; it is obtained only from Christ,
who ascended up on high and has given gifts unto men.

Just here is apoint on which many may err, and hence
they fail of receiving the help that Christ desires to give
them. They think that they cannot come to Christ unless
they first repent, and that repentance prepares for the for-
giveness of their sins. It is true that repentance does pre-
cede the forgiveness of sins; for it is only the broken and
contrite heart that will feel the need of a Saviour. But must
the sinner wait till he has repented before he can come to
Jesus? Is repentance to be made an obstacle between the
sinner and the Saviour?

The Bible does not teach that the sinner must repent
before he can heed the invitation of Christ, “Come unto
Me, al ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.” Matthew 11:28. It is the virtue that goes forth
from Christ, that leads to genuine repentance. Peter made
the matter clear in his statement to the Israelites when he
said, “Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins.” Acts 5:31. We can no more repent
without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than
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we can be pardoned without Christ.

Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the
only one that can implant in the heart enmity against sin.
Every desire for truth and purity, every conviction of our
own sinfulness, is an evidence that His Spirit is moving
upon our hearts.

Jesus has said, “I, if | be lifted up from the earth, will
draw al men unto Me.” John 12:32. Christ must be re-
vealed to the sinner asthe Saviour dying for the sins of the
world; and as we behold the Lamb of God upon the cross
of Calvary, the mystery of redemption begins to unfold to
our minds, and the goodness of God |eads usto repentance.
Indying for sinners, Christ manifested alovethat isincom-
prehensible; and as the sinner beholds this love, it softens
the heart, impressesthe mind, and inspires contritioninthe
soul.

It istrue that men sometimes become ashamed of their
sinful ways, and give up some of their evil habits, before
they are consciousthat they are being drawn to Christ. But
whenever they make an effort to reform, from a sincere
desire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is drawing
them. An influence of which they are unconscious works
upon the soul, and the conscience is quickened, and the
outward lifeisamended. And as Christ drawsthem to look
upon Hiscross, to behold Him whom their sinshave pierced,
the commandment comeshometo the conscience. Thewick-
edness of their life, the deep-seated sin of the soul, is re-
vealed to them. They begin to comprehend something of
therighteousness of Christ, and exclaim, “What issin, that
it should reguire such a sacrifice for the redemption of its
victim?Was al thislove, all this suffering, al this humili-
ation, demanded, that we might not perish, but have ever-
lasting life?’

Thesinner may resist thislove, may refuseto bedrawn
to Christ; but if he doesnot resist hewill be drawn to Jesus;
a knowledge of the plan of salvation will lead him to the
foot of the cross in repentance for his sins, which have
caused the sufferings of God's dear Son.
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The same divine mind that is working upon the things
of nature is speaking to the hearts of men and creating an
inexpressible craving for something they have not. The
things of the world cannot satisfy their longing. The Spirit
of God is pleading with them to seek for those things that
alone can give peace and rest—the grace of Christ, thejoy
of holiness. Through influences seen and unseen, our Sav-
iour is constantly at work to attract the minds of men from
the unsatisfying pleasures of sin to the infinite blessings
that may betheirsin Him. To al these souls, who arevainly
seeking to drink from the broken cisterns of thisworld, the
divine message is addressed, “L et him that isathirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
Revelation 22:17.

You who in heart long for something better than this
world can give, recognize thislonging as the voice of God
to your soul. Ask Him to give you repentance, to reveal
Christ to you in His infinite love, in His perfect purity. In
the Saviour’slifethe principles of God'slaw—Iloveto God
and man—were perfectly exemplified. Benevolence, un-
selfish love, was the life of His soul. It is as we behold
Him, as the light from our Saviour falls upon us, that we
see the sinfulness of our own hearts.

We may have flattered ourselves, as did Nicodemus,
that our life has been upright, that our moral character is
correct, and think that we need not humbl e the heart before
God, likethe common sinner; but, whenthelight from Christ
shinesinto our souls, we shall see how impure we are; we
shall discern the selfishness of motive, the enmity against
God, that has defiled every act of life. Then we shall know
that our own righteousnessisindeed asfilthy rags, and that
the blood of Christ alone can cleanse us from the defile-
ment of sin, and renew our heartsin His own likeness.

Oneray of theglory of God, one gleam of the purity of
Christ, penetrating the soul, makes every spot of defile-
ment painfully distinct, and lays bare the deformity and
defects of the human character. It makes apparent the un-
hallowed desires, theinfidelity of the heart, theimpurity of
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thelips. The sinner’s acts of disloyalty, in making void the
law of God, are exposed to hissight, and hisspirit isstricken
and afflicted under the searching influence of the Spirit of
God. Heloathes himself ashe viewsthe pure, spotlesschar-
acter of Christ.

When the prophet, Daniel, beheld the glory surround-
ing the heavenly messenger that was sent unto him, he was
overwhelmed with asense of hisown weaknessand imper-
fection. Describing the effect of the wonderful scene, he
says, “ There remained no strength in me: for my comeli-
ness was turned in me into corruption, and | retained no
strength.” Daniel 10:8. The soul thus touched will hate its
selfishness, abhor its self-love, and will seek, through
Christ’srighteousness, for the purity of heart that isin har-
mony with the law of God and the character of Christ.

Paul saysthat as*touching the righteousness which is
in the law”—as far as outward acts were concerned—he
was “blameless’ (Philippians 3:6); but when the spiritual
character of the law was discerned, he saw himself a sin-
ner. Judged by the letter of the law as men apply it to the
outward life, he had abstained from sin; but when helooked
into the depths of itsholy precepts, and saw himself as God
saw him, he bowed in humiliation and confessed his guilt.
He says, “| was alive without the law once: but when the
commandment came, sinrevived, and | died.” Romans7:9.
When he saw the spiritual nature of the law, sin appeared
in itstrue hideousness, and his self-esteem was gone.

God does not regard all sins as of equal magnitude;
there are degrees of guilt in His estimation, as well asin
that of man’s; but however trifling this or that wrong act
may seem in the eyes of men, no sinissmall inthe sight of
God. Man’s judgment is partial, imperfect; but God esti-
matesall thingsasthey really are. The drunkard i s despised
and istold that hissin will exclude him from heaven while
pride, selfishness, and covetousnesstoo often go unrebuked.
But these are sins that are especially offensive to God; for
they are contrary to the benevolence of His character, to
that unselfish love which is the very atmosphere of the
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unfallen universe. He who falls into some of the grosser
sinsmay feel asense of his shame and poverty and hisneed
of the grace of Christ; but pride feels no need, and so it
closesthe heart against Christ and theinfinite blessingsHe
cameto give.

The poor publican who prayed, “God be merciful to
me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), regarded himself as a very
wicked man, and otherslooked upon himin the samelight;
but hefelt hisneed, and with hisburden of guilt and shame
he came before God, asking for His mercy. His heart was
open for the Spirit of God to do its gracious work and set
him free from the power of sin. The Pharisee’s boastful,
self-righteous prayer showed that his heart was closed
against theinfluence of the Holy Spirit. Because of hisdis-
tance from God, he had no sense of his own defilement, in
contrast with the perfection of the divine holiness. He felt
no need, and he received nothing.

If you seeyour sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself
better. How many there are who think they are not good
enough to cometo Christ. Do you expect to become better
through your own efforts? “ Can the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good,
that are accustomed to do evil.” Jeremiah 13:23. Thereis
help for usonly in God. We must not wait for stronger per-
suasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We
can do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just
asweare.

But let none deceive themselves with the thought that
God, in His great love and mercy, will yet save even the
rejecters of His grace. The exceeding sinfulness of sin can
be estimated only in the light of the cross. When men urge
that God istoo good to cast off the sinner, let them look to
Calvary. It was because there was no other way in which
man could be saved, because without this sacrifice it was
impossible for the human race to escape from the defiling
power of sin, and be restored to communion with holy be-
ings,—impossible for them again to become partakers of
spiritual life,—it was because of thisthat Christ took upon



Repentance [30-33) 21

Himself the guilt of the disobedient and suffered in the
sinner’s stead. Thelove and suffering and death of the Son
of God all testify to theterrible enormity of sin and declare
that thereisno escape from its power, no hope of the higher
life, but through the submission of the soul to Christ.

The impenitent sometimes excuse themselves by say-
ing of professed Christians, “1 am asgood asthey are. They
areno more self-denying, sober, or circumspect intheir con-
duct than | am. They love pleasure and self-indulgence as
well asl do.” Thusthey makethefaultsof othersan excuse
for their own neglect of duty. But the sins and defects of
others do not excuse anyone, for the Lord has not given us
an erring human pattern. The spotless Son of God has been
given asour example, and those who complain of thewrong
course of professed Christiansarethe oneswho should show
better lives and nobler examples. If they have so high a
conception of what a Christian should be, is not their own
sin so much the greater? They know what is right, and yet
refuseto doit.

Beware of procrastination. Do not put off the work of
forsaking your sins and seeking purity of heart through
Jesus. Here iswhere thousands upon thousands have erred
to their eternal loss. | will not here dwell upon the short-
ness and uncertainty of life; but thereisaterrible danger—
adanger not sufficiently understood—in delaying to yield
to the pleading voice of God's Holy Spirit, in choosing to
liveinsin; for such thisdelay really is. Sin, however small
it may be esteemed, can beindulged in only at the peril of
infinite loss. What we do not overcome will overcome us
and work out our destruction.

Adam and Eve persuaded themselves that, in so small
a matter as eating of the forbidden fruit, there could not
result such terrible consequences as God had declared. But
thissmall matter wasthe transgression of God’'simmutable
and holy law, and it separated man from God and opened
the floodgates of death and untold woe upon our world.
Age after age, there has gone up from our earth acontinual
cry of mourning, and the whole creation groaneth and
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travaileth together in pain as a consequence of man's dis-
obedience. Heavenitself hasfelt the effects of hisrebellion
against God. Calvary stands asamemorial of the amazing
sacrifice required to atone for the transgression of the di-
vine law. Let us not regard sin as atrivial thing.

Every act of transgression, every neglect or rejection
of the grace of Christ is reacting upon yourself; it is hard-
ening the heart, depraving the will, benumbing the under-
standing, and not only making you less inclined to yield,
but less capable of yielding to the tender pleading of God's
Holy Spirit.

Many are quieting a troubled conscience with the
thought that they can change a course of evil when they
chooseg; that they can trifle with the invitations of mercy,
and yet be again and again impressed. They think that after
doing despiteto the Spirit of grace, after casting their influ-
enceon the side of Satan, inamoment of terrible extremity
they can changetheir course. But thisisnot so easily done.
The experience, the education, of a lifetime, has so thor-
oughly molded the character that few then desireto receive
the image of Jesus.

Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire,
persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the
power of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence strengthens
the soul’saversion to God. The man who manifestsan infi-
del hardihood or a stolid indifference to divine truth is but
reaping the harvest of that which he has himself sown. In
al the Bible there is not a more fearful warning against
trifling with evil than the words of the wise man that the
sinner “shall be holden with the cords of hissins’ (Prov-
erbs 5:22).

Christ isready to set usfree from sin, but He does not
force the will; and if, by persistent transgression, the will
itself iswholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set
free, if wewill not accept His grace, what more can He do?
We have destroyed ourselves by our determined rejection
of His love. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2. “ Today if
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ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” Hebrews
3:7-8.

“Man |ooketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7)—the human heart,
with its conflicting emotions of joy and sorrow; the wan-
dering, wayward heart, which is the abode of so much im-
purity and deceit. He knows its motives, its very intents
and purposes. Go to Him with your soul al stained asit is.
Like the psalmist, throw its chambers open to the all-see-
ing eye, exclaiming, “Search me, O God, and know my
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlast-
ing.” Psalm 139:23-24.

Many accept an intellectual religion, aform of godli-
ness, when the heart is not cleansed. Let it be your prayer,
“Createin meaclean heart, O God; and renew aright spirit
within me.” Psalm 51:10. Deal truly with your own soul.
Be as earnest, as persistent, asyou would beif your mortal
life were at stake. This is a matter to be settled between
God and your own soul, settled for eternity. A supposed
hope, and nothing more, will prove your ruin.

Study God’'sWord prayerfully. That Word presents be-
foreyou, in thelaw of God and the life of Christ, the great
principlesof holiness, without which “no man shall seethe
Lord.” Hebrews 12:14. It convinces of sin; it plainly re-
veals the way of salvation. Give heed to it as the voice of
God speaking to your soul.

Asyou see the enormity of sin, asyou see yourself as
you really are, do not give up to despair. It was sinnersthat
Christ came to save. We have not to reconcile God to us,
but—O wondrouslovel—God in Christ is* reconciling the
world unto Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Heiswooing by
Histender lovethe heartsof Hiserring children. No earthly
parent could be as patient with the faults and mistakes of
hischildren, asis God with those He seeks to save. No one
could plead moretenderly with the transgressor. No human
lipsever poured out more tender entreatiesto the wanderer
than does He. All His promises, His warnings, are but the
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breathing of unutterable love.

When Satan comesto tell you that you are agreat sin-
ner, look up to your Redeemer and talk of His merits. That
which will help you is to look to His light. Acknowledge
your sin, but tell the enemy that “ Christ Jesus cameinto the
world to save sinners’ and that you may be saved by His
matchlesslove (1 Timothy 1:15). Jesus asked Simon aques-
tion in regard to two debtors. One owed his lord a small
sum, and the other owed him avery large sum; but he for-
gavethem both, and Christ asked Simon which debtor would
love hislord most. Simon answered, “He to whom he for-
gave most” (Luke 7:43). We have been great sinners, but
Christ died that we might be forgiven. The merits of His
sacrifice are sufficient to present to the Father in our be-
half. Those to whom He has forgiven most will love Him
most, and will stand nearest to Histhroneto praise Him for
His great love and infinite sacrifice. It is when we most
fully comprehend the love of God that we best realize the
sinfulness of sin. When we see the length of the chain that
was let down for us, when we understand something of the
infinite sacrifice that Christ has made in our behalf, the
heart is melted with tenderness and contrition.

Confession

“Hethat covereth hissins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Proverbs
28:13.

Theconditionsof obtaining the mercy of God aresimple
and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require usto do
somegrievousthing in order that we may havetheforgive-
ness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pil-
grimagesor perform painful penancesto commend our souls
to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he
that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.

The apostle says, “ Confess your faults one to another,
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and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” James
5:16. Confessyour sinsto God, who only can forgivethem,
and your faultsto one another. If you have given offenseto
your friend or neighbor, you areto acknowledge your wrong,
anditishisduty freely to forgiveyou. Then you areto seek
the forgiveness of God, because the brother you have
wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him you
sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. The case is
brought beforethe only true Mediator, our great High Priest,
who “wasin all pointstempted like as we are, yet without
sin,” and who is “touched with the feeling of our infirmi-
ties’ (Hebrews4:15), and isableto cleansefrom every stain
of iniquity.

Those who have not humbled their soulsbefore Godin
acknowledging their guilt, have not yet fulfilled the first
condition of acceptance. If we have not experienced that
repentance which is not to be repented of, and have not
with true humiliation of soul and brokenness of spirit con-
fessed our sins, abhorring our iniquity, we have never truly
sought for the forgiveness of sin; and if we have never
sought, we have never found the peace of God. The only
reason why we do not have remission of sinsthat arepast is
that we are not willing to humble our hearts and comply
with the conditions of the Word of truth. Explicit instruc-
tion is given concerning this matter. Confession of sin,
whether public or private, should be heartfelt and freely
expressed. It isnot to be urged from the sinner. It is not to
be madein aflippant and carelessway, or forced from those
who have no realizing sense of the abhorrent character of
sin. The confession that is the outpouring of the inmost
soul findsits way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist
says, “ The Lord isnigh unto them that are of abroken heart;
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” Psalm 34:18.

True confession is always of a specific character, and
acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a na-
ture asto be brought before God only; they may bewrongs
that should be confessed to individuals who have suffered
injury through them; or they may be of a public character,
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and should then be as publicly confessed. But all confes-
sion should be definite and to the point, acknowledging the
very sins of which you are guilty.

Inthedaysof Samuel thelsragliteswandered from God.
They were suffering the consequences of sin; for they had
lost their faith in God, lost their discernment of His power
and wisdom to rule the nation, lost their confidencein His
ability to defend and vindicate His cause. They turned from
the great Ruler of the universe and desired to be governed
as were the nations around them. Before they found peace
they made this definite confession: “We have added unto
al our sinsthisevil, toask usaking.” 1 Samuel 12:19. The
very sin of which they were convicted had to be confessed.
Their ingratitude oppressed their souls and severed them
from God.

Confession will not be acceptable to God without sin-
cere repentance and reformation. There must be decided
changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be
put away. Thiswill be the result of genuine sorrow for sin.
The work that we have to do on our part is plainly set be-
fore us: “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of
your doings from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn
to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:16-17. “If the
wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed,
walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he
shall surely live, heshall not die.” Ezekiel 33:15. Paul says,
speaking of the work of repentance: “Ye sorrowed after a
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what
clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear,
yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what re-
venge! Inall thingsye have approved yourselvesto be clear
in this matter.” 2 Corinthians 7:11.

When sin has deadened the moral perceptions, the
wrongdoer does not discern the defects of hischaracter nor
realize the enormity of the evil he has committed; and, un-
less heyieldsto the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, he
remainsin partial blindnessto hissin. His confessions are
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not sincereand in earnest. To every acknowledgment of his
guilt he adds an apology in excuse of his course, declaring
that if it had not been for certain circumstances he would
not have done this or that for which heis reproved.

After Adam and Eve had eaten of the forbidden fruit,
they were filled with a sense of shame and terror. At first
their only thought was how to excuse their sin and escape
the dreaded sentence of death. When the Lord inquired con-
cerning their sin, Adam replied, laying the guilt partly upon
God and partly upon his companion: “The woman whom
Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and |
did eat.” The woman put the blame upon the serpent, say-
ing, “ The serpent beguiled me, and | did eat.” Genesis 3:12-
13. Why did You make the serpent? Why did You suffer
him to come into Eden? These were the questionsimplied
in her excuse for her sin, thus charging God with the re-
sponsibility of their fall. The spirit of self-justification origi-
nated in the father of lies and has been exhibited by al the
sons and daughters of Adam. Confessions of this order are
not inspired by the divine Spirit and will not be acceptable
to God. True repentance will lead a man to bear his guilt
himself and acknowledge it without deception or hypoc-
risy. Like the poor publican, not lifting up so much as his
eyes unto heaven, he will cry, “God be merciful to me a
sinner” and those who do acknowledge their guilt will be
justified, for Jesus will plead His blood in behalf of the
repentant soul.

The examples in God's Word of genuine repentance
and humiliation reveal aspirit of confessioninwhich there
isno excusefor sin or attempt at self-justification. Paul did
not seek to shield himself; he paints his sin in its darkest
hue, not attempting to lessen his guilt. He says, “Many of
thesaintsdid | shut up in prison, having received authority
from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, |
gave my voice against them. And | punished them oft in
every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and
being exceedingly mad against them, | persecuted them even
unto strange cities.” Acts 26:10-11. He does not hesitate to
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declare that “ Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners,; of whom | am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15).

The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine re-
pentance, will appreciate something of thelove of God and
the cost of Calvary; and as a son confesses to aloving fa-
ther, sowill thetruly penitent bring all hissinsbefore God.
Anditiswritten, “If weconfessour sins, Heisfaithful and
justtoforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfromall unright-
eousness.” 1 John 1:9.

Congecration

God'spromiseis, “ Yeshall seek Me, andfind Me, when
yeshall search for Mewith all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13.

Thewhole heart must be yielded to God or the change
can never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored
to Hislikeness. By nature we are alienated from God. The
Holy Spirit describes our condition in such words as these:
“Dead in trespassesand sins’ (Ephesians 2:1), “thewhole
head is sick, and the whole heart faint . . no soundnessin
it” (Isaiah 1:5-6). We are held fast in the snare of Satan,
“taken captive by him at hiswill” (2 Timothy 2:26). God
desiresto heal us, to set usfree. But since thisrequires an
entire transformation, arenewing of our whole nature, we
must yield ourselves wholly to Him.

The warfare against self isthe greatest battle that was
ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering al to the
will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit
to God before it can be renewed in holiness.

The government of God is not, as Satan would makeit
appear, founded upon a blind submission, an unreasoning
control. It appealsto theintellect and the conscience. “ Come
now, and let usreason together” (Isaiah 1:18) isthe Creator’s
invitation to the beings He has made. God does not force
the will of His creatures. He cannot accept a homage that
isnot willingly and intelligently given. A mereforced sub-
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mission would prevent all real devel opment of mind or char-
acter; it would make man a mere automaton. Such is not
the purpose of the Creator. He desiresthat man, the crown-
ing work of Hiscreative power, shall reach the highest pos-
sible development. He sets before usthe height of blessing
to which He desires to bring us through His grace. He in-
vites us to give ourselves to Him, that He may work His
will in us. It remains for us to choose whether we will be
set free from the bondage of sin, to share the glorious lib-
erty of the sons of God.

In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give
up al that would separate usfrom Him. Hence the Saviour
says, “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be My disciple.” Luke 14:33. Whatever
shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. Mam-
mon istheidol of many. The love of money, the desire for
wealth, isthe golden chain that binds them to Satan. Repu-
tation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class.
Thelife of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is
theidol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken.
We cannot be half the Lord’s and half the world’s. We are
not God's children unless we are such entirely.

There are those who profess to serve God, while they
rely upon their own effortsto obey Hislaw, to form aright
character, and secure salvation. Their hearts are not moved
by any deep sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to
perform the duties of the Christian life as that which God
requires of them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is
worth nothing. When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul
will be so filled with Hislove, with the joy of communion
with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the contempla-
tion of Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be
the spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love
of God do not ask how little may be given to meet the re-
quirements of God; they do not ask for thelowest standard,
but aim at perfect conformity to thewill of their Redeemer.
With earnest desire they yield al and manifest an interest
proportionate to the value of the object which they seek. A
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profession of Christ without thisdeep loveismeretalk, dry
formality, and heavy drudgery.

Doyoufeel that it istoo great asacrificeto yield al to
Christ? Ask yourself the question, “What has Christ given
for me?’ The Son of God gave all—life and love and suf-
fering—for our redemption. And can it be that we, the un-
worthy objects of so great love, will withhold our hearts
from Him? Every moment of our lives we have been par-
takers of the blessings of His grace, and for this very rea-
son we cannot fully realize the depths of ignorance and
misery from which we have been saved. Can welook upon
Him whom our sins have pierced, and yet be willing to do
despiteto all Hislove and sacrifice? In view of theinfinite
humiliation of the Lord of glory, shall we murmur because
we can enter into life only through conflict and self-abase-
ment?

Theinquiry of many aproud heart is, “Why need | go
in penitence and humiliation before | can have the assur-
ance of my acceptance with God?’ | point you to Christ.
He was sinless, and, more than this, He was the Prince of
heaven; but in man’s behalf He became sin for the race.
“He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12.

But what do we give up, when we give al? A sin-pol-
luted heart, for Jesusto purify, to cleanse by Hisown blood,
and to save by His matchless love. And yet men think it
hard to give up al! | am ashamed to hear it spoken of,
ashamed to write it.

God does not require us to give up anything that it is
for our best interest toretain. In all that He does, He hasthe
well-being of Hischildrenin view. Would that al who have
not chosen Christ might realizethat He has something vastly
better to offer them than they are seeking for themselves.
Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own
soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God.
Noreal joy can befound inthe path forbidden by Him who
knowswhat isbest and who plansfor the good of His crea-
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tures. The path of transgression is the path of misery and
destruction.

It is a mistake to entertain the thought that God is
pleased to see His children suffer. All heaven isinterested
in the happiness of man. Our heavenly Father doesnot close
the avenues of joy to any of His creatures. The divine re-
quirements call upon us to shun those indulgences that
would bring suffering and disappointment, that would close
to us the door of happiness and heaven. The world's Re-
deemer accepts men as they are, with al their wants, im-
perfections, and weaknesses, and He will not only cleanse
from sin and grant redemption through His blood, but will
satisfy the heart-longing of all who consent to wear His
yoke, to bear His burden. It is His purpose to impart peace
and rest to al who come to Him for the bread of life. He
requires us to perform only those duties that will lead our
stepsto heights of blissto which the disobedient can never
attain. The true, joyous life of the soul is to have Christ
formed within, the hope of glory.

Many areinquiring, “How am | to make the surrender
of myself to God?’ You desireto give yourself to Him, but
you areweak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and con-
trolled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and
resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your
thoughts, your impulses, your affections. The knowledge
of your broken promisesand forfeited pledges weakensyour
confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel
that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. What
you need to understand isthe true force of the will. Thisis
the governing power in the nature of man, the power of
decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right ac-
tion of thewill. The power of choice God has given to men;
it istheirsto exercise. You cannot change your heart, you
cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can
choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; Hewill
then work in you to will and to do according to His good
pleasure. Thusyour whole naturewill be brought under the
control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be cen-



32 Steps to Christ

tered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with
Him.

Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as
they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. Many
will belost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They
do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They
do not now choose to be Christians.

Through theright exercise of thewill, an entire change
may bemadeinyour life. By yielding up your will to Christ,
you aly yourself with the power that is above all princi-
palities and powers. You will have strength from above to
hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to
God you will be enabled to live the new life, even thelife
of faith.

Faith and Acceptance

As your conscience has been quickened by the Holy
Spirit, you have seen something of the evil of sin, of its
power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with abhor-
rence. You feel that sin has separated you from God, that
you are in bondage to the power of evil. The more you
struggle to escape, the more you realize your hel plessness.
Your motives are impure; your heart is unclean. You see
that your life has been filled with selfishness and sin. You
long to beforgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. Harmony
with God, likeness to Him—what can you do to obtain it?

It is peace that you need—Heaven's forgiveness and
peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect
cannot procureit, wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never
hope, by your own efforts, to secureit. But God offersit to
you as a gift, “without money and without price” (Isaiah
55:1). It isyours if you will but reach out your hand and
grasp it. The Lord says, “Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be aswool.” Isaiah 1:18. “ A new heart
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alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put withinyou.”
Ezekiel 36:26.

You have confessed your sins, and in heart put them
away. You have resolved to give yourself to God. Now go
to Him, and ask that He will wash away your sinsand give
you a new heart. Then believe that He does this because
He has promised. This is the lesson which Jesus taught
while Hewas on earth, that the gift which God promises us
we must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus healed
the people of their diseases when they had faith in His
power; He helped them in the things which they could see,
thus inspiring them with confidence in Him concerning
things which they could not see—Ileading them to believe
in His power to forgive sins. This He plainly stated in the
healing of the man sick with palsy: “ That ye may know that
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins. Then
saith Heto the sick of the palsy, Arise, take up thy bed, and
go unto thine house.” Matthew 9:6. So also John the evan-
gelist says, speaking of the miracles of Christ, “These are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
His name.” John 20:31.

From the simple Bible account of how Jesus healed the
sick, we may |learn something about how to believein Him
for the forgiveness of sins. Let us turn to the story of the
paralytic at Bethesda. The poor sufferer was helpless; he
had not used hislimbsfor thirty-eight years. Yet Jesus bade
him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” The sick man might
have said, “Lord, if Thou wilt make mewhole, | will obey
Thy word.” But, no, he believed Christ’s word, believed
that he was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he
willed to walk, and he did wak. He acted on the word of
Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.

In like manner you are a sinner. You cannot atone for
your past sins; you cannot change your heart and make your-
self holy. But God promises to do all thisfor you through
Christ. You believe that promise. You confessyour sinsand
giveyourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely
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as you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you
believe the promise,—believe that you are forgiven and
cleansed,—God suppliesthefact; you are madewhole, just
as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man
believed that he was healed. It isso if you believeit.

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, “|
believeit; it is so, not because | fedl it, but because God
has promised.”

Jesus says, “What things soever yedesire, when yepray,
believethat yereceivethem, and ye shall havethem.” Mark
11:24. There is a condition to this promise—that we pray
according to the will of God. But it is the will of God to
cleanse usfrom sin, to make us His children, and to enable
us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings,
and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we
have received them. It isour privilegeto go to Jesusand be
cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or re-
morse. “ There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which arein Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

Henceforth you are not your own; you are bought with
aprice. “Yewere not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of alamb without blemish and without spot.” 1 Peter 1:18-
19. Through thissimpleact of believing God, the Holy Spirit
has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child
borninto the family of God, and He loves you as He loves
His Son.

Now that you have given yourself to Jesus, do not draw
back, do not take yourself away from Him, but day by day
say, “I am Christ’s; | have given myself to Him”; and ask
Himto giveyou His Spirit and keep you by Hisgrace. Asit
is by giving yourself to God, and believing Him, that you
become His child, so you are to live in Him. The apostle
says, “Asyehavetherefore received Christ Jesusthe Lord,
sowak yein Him.” Colossians 2:6.

Some seem to feel that they must be on praobation, and
must prove to the Lord that they are reformed, before they
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can claim His blessing. But they may claim the blessing of
God even now. They must have His grace, the Spirit of
Christ, to help their infirmities, or they cannot resist evil.
Jesus loves to have us come to Him just as we are, sinful,
helpless, dependent. We may come with all our weakness,
our folly, our sinfulness, and fall at Hisfeet in penitence. It
is His glory to encircle us in the arms of His love and to
bind up our wounds, to cleanse us from all impurity.

Here is where thousands fail; they do not believe that
Jesus pardons them personally, individually. They do not
take God at Hisword. It isthe privilege of al who comply
with the conditions, to know for themselves that pardon is
freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that
God's promises are hot meant for you. They are for every
repentant transgressor. Strength and grace have been pro-
vided through Christ to be brought by ministering angelsto
every believing soul. None are so sinful that they cannot
find strength, purity, and righteousness in Jesus, who died
for them. He is waiting to strip them of their garments,
stained and polluted with sin, and to put upon them the
white robes of righteousness; He bids them live and not
die.

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one
another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and
tenderest compassion. He says, “L et the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (lsaiah
55:7). “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres-
sions, and, asacloud, thy sins.” Isaiah 44:22.

“1 have no pleasurein the death of him that dieth, saith
the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”
Ezekiel 18:32. Satan isready to steal away the blessed as-
surances of God. He desiresto take every glimmer of hope
and every ray of light from the soul; but you must not per-
mit him to do this. Do not give ear to the tempter, but say,
“Jesushasdied that | might live. Heloves me, and willsnot
that | should perish. | have a compassionate heavenly Fa-
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ther; and although | have abused Hislove, though the bless-
ings He has given me have been squandered, | will arise,
and go tomy Father, and say, ‘| have sinned against heaven,
and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be called Thy
son: make me asone of Thy hired servants.” ” The parable
tells you how the wanderer will be received: ““When he
was yet a great way off, hisfather saw him, and had com-
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.”
Luke 15:18-20.

But even thisparable, tender and touching asitis, comes
short of expressing theinfinite compassion of the heavenly
Father. The Lord declares by His prophet, “I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kind-
ness have | drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3. While the sinner
isyet far from the Father’s house, wasting his substancein
a strange country, the Father’s heart is yearning over him;
and every longing awakened in the soul to returnto God is
but the tender pleading of His Spirit, wooing, entreating,
drawing the wanderer to his Father’s heart of love.

With the rich promises of the Bible before you, can
you give place to doubt? Can you believe that when the
poor sinner longs to return, longs to forsake his sins, the
Lord sternly withholds him from coming to Hisfeet in re-
pentance?Away with such thoughts! Nothing can hurt your
own soul more than to entertain such a conception of our
heavenly Father. He hates sin, but He loves the sinner, and
He gave Himself in the person of Christ, that all who would
might be saved and have eternal blessedness in the king-
dom of glory. What stronger or more tender language could
have been employed than He has chosen in which to ex-
press Hislove toward us? He declares, “ Can awoman for-
get her sucking child, that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb?yea, they may forget, yet will | not
forget thee.” Isaiah 49:15.

L ook up, you that are doubting and trembling; for Jesus
livesto makeintercession for us. Thank God for the gift of
Hisdear Son and pray that He may not have died for youin
vain. The Spirit invites you today. Come with your whole
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heart to Jesus, and you may claim His blessing.

As you read the promises, remember they are the ex-
pression of unutterable love and pity. The great heart of
Infinite Love is drawn toward the sinner with boundless
compassion. “We have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.” Ephesians 1:7. Yes, only believe that
God isyour hel per. Hewantsto restore Hismoral imagein
man. Asyou draw near to Him with confession and repen-
tance, He will draw near to you with mercy and forgive-
ness.

Jhe Test of Diseipleship

“If any manbein Christ, heisanew creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2
Corinthians 5:17.

A person may not be abletotell the exact timeor place,
or trace al the chain of circumstances in the process of
conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted.
Christ said to Nicodemus, “The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not
tell whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone
that isborn of the Spirit.” John 3:8. Likethewind, whichis
invisible, yet the effects of which are plainly seen and felt,
isthe Spirit of God in itswork upon the human heart. That
regenerating power, which no human eye can see, begetsa
new lifein the soul; it creates a new being in the image of
God. While the work of the Spirit is silent and impercep-
tible, its effects are manifest. If the heart has been renewed
by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact.
While we cannot do anything to change our hearts or to
bring ourselvesinto harmony with God; while we must not
trust at al to ourselves or our good works, our lives will
reveal whether the grace of God is dwelling within us. A
change will be seen in the character, the habits, the pur-
suits. The contrast will be clear and decided between what
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they have been and what they are. The character isrevealed,
not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but
by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.

It is true that there may be an outward correctness of
deportment without the renewing power of Christ. Thelove
of influence and the desire for the esteem of others may
produce a well-ordered life. Self-respect may lead us to
avoid the appearance of evil. A selfish heart may perform
generous actions. By what means, then, shall we determine
whose side we are on?

Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of
whom do we love to converse? Who has our warmest af -
fections and our best energies? If we are Christ’s, our
thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of
Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. We long
to bear Hisimage, breathe His spirit, do Hiswill, and please
Himin all things.

Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance.” Galatians5:22-23. They will nolonger fashion them-
selves according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the
Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His char-
acter, and purify themselves even asHeis pure. Thethings
they once hated they now love, and the things they once
loved they hate. The proud and self-assertive become meek
and lowly in heart. The vain and supercilious become seri-
ous and unobtrusive. The drunken becomes sober, and the
profligate pure. Thevain customs and fashions of theworld
arelaid aside. Christianswill seek not the “ outward adorn-
ing,” but “the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not
corruptible, even the ornament of ameek and quiet spirit”
(1 Peter 3:3-4).

There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it
worksreformation. If herestore the pledge, give again that
he had robbed, confess his sins, and love God and his fel-
low men, the sinner may be sure that he has passed from
death unto life.



The Test of Discipleship [57-60) 39

When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ and
become partakers of His pardoning grace, love springs up
in the heart. Every burdenislight, for the yoke that Christ
imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a
pleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in dark-
ness, becomes bright with beams from the Sun of Righ-
teousness.

Theloveliness of the character of Christ will beseenin
His followers. It was His delight to do the will of God.
Loveto God, zeal for Hisglory, wasthe controlling power
inour Saviour'slife. Love beautified and ennobled all His
actions. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot
originate or produce it. It isfound only in the heart where
Jesusreigns. “We love, because Hefirst loved us.” 1 John
4:19, R.V. In the heart renewed by divine grace, loveisthe
principle of action. It modifies the character, governs the
impulses, controls the passions, subdues enmity, and en-
noblesthe affections. Thislove, cherished in the soul, sweet-
ensthe life and sheds arefining influence on all around.

There are two errors against which the children of
God—particularly those who have just cometotrustin His
grace—especially need to guard. The first, already dwelt
upon, isthat of looking to their own works, trusting to any-
thing they can do, to bring themselves into harmony with
God. Hewho istrying to become holy by hisownworksin
keeping thelaw, isattempting an impossibility. All that man
can do without Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin.
It isthe grace of Christ alone, through faith, that can make
usholy.

The opposite and no less dangerous error is that belief
in Christ releases men from keeping the law of God; that
since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of
Christ, our works have nothing to do with our redemption.

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward
compliance, but the service of love. The law of God isan
expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the
great principle of love, and hence is the foundation of His
government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are renewed
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inthelikenessof God, if thedivineloveisimplanted inthe
soul, will not the law of God be carried out in the life?
When the principle of love isimplanted in the heart, when
man is renewed after the image of Him that created him,
the new-covenant promiseisfulfilled, “1 will put My laws
into their hearts, and in their mindswill | writethem.” He-
brews 10:16. And if the law is written in the heart, will it
not shape the life? Obedience—the service and alegiance
of love—isthetrue sign of discipleship. Thusthe Scripture
says, “ Thisisthelove of God, that we keep His command-
ments.” 1 John 5:3“Hethat saith, | know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him.” 1 John 2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedi-
ence, it isfaith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of
the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.

We do not earn salvation by our obedience; for salva-
tion is the free gift of God, to be received by faith. But
obedienceisthefruit of faith. “ Ye know that He was mani-
fested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whoso-
ever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath
not seen Him, neither known Him.” 1 John 3:5-6. Hereis
thetruetest. If we abidein Christ, if thelove of God dwells
inus, our feelings, our thoughts, our purposes, our actions,
will bein harmony with thewill of God as expressedin the
precepts of His holy law. “Little children, let no man de-
ceiveyou: hethat doeth righteousnessisrighteous, even as
Heisrighteous.” 1 John 3:7. Righteousness is defined by
the standard of God's holy law, as expressed in theten pre-
ceptsgiven on Sinai.

That so-caled faith in Christ which professes to re-
lease men from the obligation of obedience to God, is not
faith, but presumption. “By grace are ye saved through
faith.” Ephesians 2:8. But “faith, if it hath not works, is
dead.” James 2:17. Jesus said of Himself before He came
toearth, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law
iswithin My heart.” Psalm 40:8. And just before He as-
cended again to heaven He declared, “I have kept My
Father’s commandments, and abide in His love.” John
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15:10. The Scripture says, “Hereby we do know that we
know Him, if we keep His commandments. . Hethat saith
he abideth in Him ought himself also sotowalk evenasHe
walked.” 1 John 2:3-6. “Because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving usan example, that ye should follow His steps.”
1 Peter 2:21.

The condition of eternal lifeisnow just what it always
has been,—just what it was in Paradise before the fall of
our first parents,—perfect obedience to the law of God,
perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any
condition short of this, then the happiness of the whole
universe would be imperiled. The way would be open for
sin, with al itstrain of woe and misery, to beimmortalized.

It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a
righteous character by obedienceto God’slaw. But hefailed
to do this, and because of hissin our natures are fallen and
we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since we are sinful,
unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy law. We have no
righteousness of our own with which to meet the claims of
thelaw of God. But Christ has made away of escapefor us.
He lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we
have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and
now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteous-
ness. If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your
Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His
sakeyou are accounted righteous. Christ’s character stands
in place of your character, and you are accepted before God
just asif you had not sinned.

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abidesin
your heart by faith. You are to maintain this connection
with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of your
will to Him; and so long asyou do this, Hewill work inyou
to will and to do according to His good pleasure. So you
may say, “ Thelifewhich | now liveintheflesh| live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself
for me.” Galatians 2:20. So Jesus said to His disciples, “It
is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you.” Matthew 10:20. Then with Christ work-
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ing in you, you will manifest the same spirit and do the
same good works—works of righteousness, obedience.

So we have nothing in ourselves of which to boast. We
have no ground for self-exaltation. Our only ground of hope
isin the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and in that
wrought by His Spirit working in and through us.

When we speak of faith, thereisadistinction that should
be borne in mind. There isakind of belief that is wholly
distinct from faith. The existence and power of God, the
truth of His Word, are facts that even Satan and his hosts
cannot at heart deny. The Bible says that “the devils also
believe, and tremble,” but this is not faith (James 2:19).
Where thereis not only abelief in God's Word, but a sub-
mission of the will to Him; where the heart is yielded to
Him, the affections fixed upon Him, there is faith—faith
that works by love and purifiesthe soul. Through thisfaith
the heart is renewed in the image of God. And the heart
that inits unrenewed state is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be, now delights in its holy precepts,
exclaiming with the psalmist, “O how lovel Thy law! Itis
my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97). And the
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, “who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

Therearethose who have known the pardoning love of
Christ and who really desireto be children of God, yet they
realizethat their character isimperfect, their lifefaulty, and
they are ready to doubt whether their hearts have been re-
newed by the Holy Spirit. To such | would say, Do not draw
back in despair. We shall often haveto bow down and weep
at the feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and mis-
takes, but we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are
overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not forsaken
and rejected of God. No; Christ isat theright hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us. Said the bel oved John,
“These things write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
therighteous.” 1 John 2:1. And do not forget the words of
Christ, “The Father Himself loveth you.” John 16:27. He
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desiresto restore you to Himself, to see His own purity and
holinessreflectedinyou. Andif youwill but yield yourself
to Him, Hethat hath begun agood work inyou will carry it
forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray more fervently;
believe more fully. Aswe come to distrust our own power,
let us trust the power of our Redeemer, and we shall praise
Him who is the health of our countenance.

The closer you cometo Jesus, the more faulty you will
appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be clearer,
and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct
contrast to His perfect nature. Thisisevidencethat Satan’s
delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influ-
ence of the Spirit of God is arousing you.

No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart
that does not realize its own sinfulness. The soul that is
transformed by the grace of Christ will admire His divine
character; but if we do not see our own moral deformity, it
is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of
the beauty and excellence of Christ.

The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the more we
shall see to esteem in the infinite purity and loveliness of
our Saviour. A view of our sinfulnessdrivesusto Him who
can pardon; and when the soul, realizing its helplessness,
reaches out after Christ, He will reveal Himself in power.
The more our sense of need drives us to Him and to the
Word of God, the more exalted viewswe shall have of His
character, and the more fully we shall reflect Hisimage.

Growing Up into Chuist

The change of heart by which we become children of
God is, in the Bible, spoken of as birth. Again, it is com-
pared to the germination of the good seed sown by the hus-
bandman. In like manner those who are just converted to
Christ are, “as newborn babes’ (1 Peter 2:2), to “grow up”
(Ephesians4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ
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Jesus. Or like the good seed sown in the field, they are to
grow up and bring forth fruit. | saiah saysthat they shall “be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that
He might be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3. So from natura life,
illustrations are drawn, to help us better to understand the
mysterious truths of spiritual life.

Not al thewisdom and skill of man can producelifein
the smallest object in nature. It isonly through thelifewhich
God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can
live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual
lifeis begotten in the hearts of men. Unlessaman is“born
from above,” he cannot become a partaker of thelifewhich
Christ cameto give (John 3:3, margin).

Aswith life, soitiswith growth. It is God who brings
the bud to bloom and the flower to fruit. It isby His power
that the seed develops, “first the blade, then the ear, after
that thefull cornintheear” (Mark 4:28). And the prophet,
Hosea, saysof Isradl, that “he shall grow asthelily . . They
shall revive asthe corn, and grow asthevine.” Hosea 14:5,
7. And Jesus bids us “consider the lilies how they grow.”
Luke 12:27. The plants and flowers grow not by their own
care or anxiety or effort, but by receiving that which God
has furnished to minister to their life. The child cannot, by
any anxiety or power of itsown, add to itsstature. No more
can you, by anxiety or effort of yourself, secure spiritual
growth. The plant, the child, grows by receiving from its
surroundingsthat which ministerstoitslife—air, sunshine,
and food. What these gifts of nature areto animal and plant,
such is Christ to those who trust in Him. He istheir “ ever-
lasting light” (Isaiah 60:19), “asun and shield” (Psalm
84:11). He shall be as “the dew unto Israel” (Hosea 14:5).
“Heshall comedownlikerain uponthemowngrass.” Psalm
72:6. He is the living water, “the Bread of God . . which
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world”
(John 6:33).

In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the
whole world with an atmosphere of grace asreal asthe air
which circulates around the globe. All who chooseto breathe
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this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.

As the flower turns to the sun, that the bright beams
may aid in perfecting its beauty and symmetry, so should
we turn to the Sun of Righteousness, that heaven’s light
may shine upon us, that our character may be developed
into the likeness of Christ.

Jesus teaches the same thing when He says, “Abidein
Me, and | inyou. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abidein thevine; no more can ye, except ye abide
inMe. . Without Meye can do nothing.” John 15:4-5. You
are just as dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy
life, asisthe branch upon the parent stock for growth and
fruitfulness. Apart from Himyou have nolife. You haveno
power to resist temptation or to grow in grace and holiness.
Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your lifefrom
Him, you will not wither nor befruitless. You will belikea
tree planted by the rivers of water.

Many have an idea that they must do some part of the
work alone. They havetrusted in Christ for the forgiveness
of sin, but now they seek by their own effortsto live aright.
But every such effort must fail. Jesus says, “ Without Meye
can do nothing.” Our growth in grace, our joy, our useful-
ness,—all depend upon our unionwith Christ. Itisby com-
munion with Him, daily, hourly,—by abiding in Him,—
that we areto grow in grace. Heis not only the Author, but
the Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and al-
ways. Heisto bewith us, not only at the beginning and the
end of our course, but at every step of the way. David says,
“1 have set the L ord always before me: because Heisat my
right hand, | shall not be moved.” Psalm 16:8.

Doyouask, “How am| to abidein Christ?’ Inthe same
way as you received Him at first. “As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him.”
Colossians 2:6. “The just shall live by faith.” Hebrews
10:38. You gave yourself to God, to be Hiswhoally, to serve
and obey Him, and you took Christ as your Saviour. You
could not yourself atone for your sinsor change your heart;
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but having given yourself to God, you believe that He, for
Christ’'s sake, did all this for you. By faith you became
Christ’s, and by faith you are to grow up in Him—by giv-
ing andtaking. Youareto give all,—your heart, your will,
your service—qgive yourself to Himto obey all Hisrequire-
ments; and you must take all,—Christ, the fullness of all
blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your strength, your
righteousness, your everlasting hel per,—to give you power
to obey.

Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this
your very first work. Let your prayer be, “Takeme, O Lord,
as wholly Thine. | lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me
today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all my work
bewrought in Thee.” Thisisadaily matter. Each morning
consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your
plans to Him, to be carried out or given up as His provi-
dence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving
your life into the hands of God, and thus your life will be
molded more and more after the life of Christ.

A lifein Christisalife of restfulness. There may be no
ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful
trust. Your hopeisnotinyourself; itisin Christ. Your weak-
ness is united to His strength, your ignorance to His wis-
dom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to
look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but
look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon Hislove, upon the
beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-
denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and
holiness, Christ in His matchless love—this is the subject
for the soul’s contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying
Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you areto betrans-
formed into Hislikeness.

Jesus says, “Abide in Me.” These words convey the
ideaof rest, stability, confidence. Again Heinvites, “ Come
unto Me. . and | will giveyou rest.” Matthew 11:28. The
words of the psalmist express the same thought: “Rest in
the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.” Psalm 37:7. And
| saiah givesthe assurance, “1n quietness and in confidence
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shall beyour strength.” Isaiah 30:15. Thisrest isnot found
ininactivity; for in the Saviour’sinvitation the promise of
rest is united with the cal to labor: “Take My yoke upon
you . . and ye shall find rest.” Matthew 11:29. The heart
that rests most fully upon Christ will be most earnest and
activein labor for Him.

When the mind dwellsupon self, it isturned away from
Christ, the source of strength and life. Hence it is Satan’s
constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the Sav-
iour and thus prevent the union and communion of the soul
with Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's cares and
perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others, or your own
faultsand imperfections—to any or all of these hewill seek
to divert the mind. Do not be misled by his devices. Many
who are really conscientious, and who desire to live for
God, hetoo often leads to dwell upon their own faults and
weaknesses, and thus by separating them from Christ he
hopesto gain the victory. We should not make self the cen-
ter and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall be
saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our
strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust
in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self belostin Him. Put
away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle
Paul, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which | now liveintheflesh | live by thefaith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians
2:20. Rest in God. Heis able to keep that which you have
committed to Him. If you will leave yourself in His hands,
He will bring you off more than conqueror through Him
that has loved you.

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound
humanity to Himself by atie of love that can never be bro-
ken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan
will constantly present allurements to induce us to break
thistie—to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here
is where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing
may enticeusto choose another master; for weareaways
freeto do this. But let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ,
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and He will preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe.
Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly be-
holding Him, we “are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Corin-
thians 3:18.

It wasthusthat the early disciples gained their likeness
to the dear Saviour. When those disciples heard the words
of Jesus, they felt their need of Him. They sought, they
found, they followed Him. They werewith Himin the house,
at thetable, in the closet, in the field. They were with Him
as pupils with ateacher, daily receiving from Hislipsles-
sonsof holy truth. They looked to Him, as servantsto their
master, to learn their duty. Those discipleswere men “ sub-
ject to like passionsaswe are” (James 5:17). They had the
same battle with sin to fight. They needed the same grace,
inorder to liveaholy life.

Even John, the bel oved disciple, the onewho most fully
reflected the likeness of the Saviour, did not naturally pos-
sess that loveliness of character. He was not only self-as-
sertive and ambitiousfor honor, but impetuous, and resent-
ful under injuries. But as the character of the Divine One
was manifested to him, he saw hisown deficiency and was
humbled by the knowledge. The strength and patience, the
power and tenderness, the majesty and meekness, that he
beheld in the daily life of the Son of God, filled his soul
with admiration and love. Day by day his heart was drawn
out toward Christ, until he lost sight of self in love for his
Master. His resentful, ambitious temper was yielded to the
molding power of Christ. Theregenerating influence of the
Holy Spirit renewed his heart. The power of the love of
Christ wrought a transformation of character. This is the
sure result of union with Jesus. When Christ abidesin the
heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ’s Spirit, His
love, softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the
thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.

When Christ ascended to heaven, the sense of Hispres-
ence was still with His followers. It was a personal pres-
ence, full of love and light. Jesus, the Saviour, who had
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walked and talked and prayed with them, who had spoken
hope and comfort to their hearts, had, while the message of
peace was still upon Hislips, been taken up from them into
heaven, and the tones of His voice had come back to them,
as the cloud of angels received Him—*“Lo, | am with you
away, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).
He had ascended to heaven in the form of humanity. They
knew that He was before the throne of God, their Friend
and Saviour still; that His sympathieswere unchanged; that
Hewastill identified with suffering humanity. Hewas pre-
senting before God the merits of His own precious blood,
showing His wounded hands and feet, in remembrance of
the price He had paid for His redeemed. They knew that
He had ascended to heaven to prepare placesfor them, and
that He would come again and take them to Himself.

Asthey met together after the ascension they were ea-
ger to present their requests to the Father in the name of
Jesus. In solemn awe they bowed in prayer, repeating the
assurance, “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name,
He will giveit you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My
name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may befull.”
John 16:23-24. They extended the hand of faith higher and
higher with the mighty argument, “It is Christ that died,
yearather, that isrisen again, who iseven at theright hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us’ (Romans
8:34). And Pentecost brought them the presence of the
Comforter, of whom Christ had said, He “shall bein you.”
(John 14:17). And He had further said, “It is expedient for
you that | go away: for if | go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send Him unto
you.” John 16:7. Henceforth through the Spirit, Christ was
to abide continually inthe heartsof Hischildren. Their union
with Him was closer than when He was personally with
them. Thelight, and love, and power of theindwelling Christ
shone out through them, so that men, beholding, “ marveled;
and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with
Jesus’ (Acts4:13).

All that Christ wasto the disciples, He desiresto beto
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His children today; for in that last prayer, with the little
band of disciples gathered about Him, He said, “Neither
pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word.” John 17:20.

Jesusprayed for us, and He asked that we might be one
with Him, even as Heis one with the Father. What a union
isthis! The Saviour has said of Himself, “The Son can do
nothing of Himself” (John 5:19); “the Father that dwelleth
in Me, He doeth theworks’ (John 14:10). Then if Christis
dwelling in our hearts, Hewill work in us*both towill and
to do of His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13. We shall
work as Heworked; we shall manifest the same spirit. And
thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall “grow up
into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ”
(Ephesians 4:15).

The Wottk and the Life

God is the source of life and light and joy to the uni-
verse. Like rays of light from the sun, like the streams of
water bursting from aliving spring, blessingsflow out from
Himto all Hiscreatures. And wherever thelife of Godisin
the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and
blessing.

Our Saviour’sjoy wasin the uplifting and redemption
of fallen men. For this He counted not His life dear unto
Himself, but endured the cross, despising the shame. So
angels are ever engaged in working for the happiness of
others. Thisis their joy. That which selfish hearts would
regard as humiliating service, ministering to thosewho are
wretched and in every way inferior in character and rank is
the work of sinless angels. The spirit of Christ’s self-sacri-
ficingloveisthe spirit that pervades heaven and isthe very
essence of itshliss. Thisisthe spirit that Christ’sfollowers
will possess, the work that they will do.

When the love of Christ isenshrined in the heart, like
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sweet fragrance it cannot be hidden. Its holy influence will
be felt by all with whom we come in contact. The spirit of
Christ in the heart is like a spring in the desert, flowing to
refresh all and making those who are ready to perish eager
to drink of the water of life.

Loveto Jesuswill be manifested in adesireto work as
He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It
will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the
creatures of our heavenly Father’s care.

The Saviour’s life on earth was not alife of ease and
devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest,
untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the
manger to Calvary Hefollowed the path of self-denial and
sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful trav-
els, and exhausting care and labor. He said, “The Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
giveHislifearansomfor many.” Matthew 20:28. Thiswas
the one great object of His life. Everything else was sec-
ondary and subservient. It wasHismeat and drink to do the
will of God and to finish His work. Self and self-interest
had no part in His labor.

So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ
will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for whom
He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do al they
can to make the world better for their stay init. This spirit
is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner
does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a
desire to make known to others what a precious friend he
has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot
beshut upinhisheart. If we are clothed with the righteous-
ness of Christ and are filled with the joy of Hisindwelling
Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace. If we have
tasted and seen that the Lord is good we shall have some-
thing to tell. Like Philip when he found the Saviour, we
shall inviteothersinto His presence. We shall seek to present
to them the attractions of Christ and the unseen realities of
the world to come. There will be an intensity of desire to
follow in the path that Jesus trod. There will be an earnest
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longing that those around us may “behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

And the effort to bless others will react in blessings
upon ourselves. Thiswasthe purpose of God ingiving usa
part to act in the plan of redemption. He has granted men
the privilege of becoming partakers of the divine nature
and, intheir turn, of diffusing blessingsto their fellow men.
Thisisthe highest honor, the greatest joy, that it ispossible
for God to bestow upon men. Those who thus become par-
ticipantsin labors of love are brought nearest to their Cre-
ator.

God might have committed the message of the gospel
and all thework of loving ministry to the heavenly angels.
He might have employed other means for accomplishing
His purpose. But, in Hisinfinitelove, He chose to make us
co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that
we might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting,
which results from this unselfish ministry.

We are brought into sympathy with Christ through the
fellowship of Hissufferings. Every act of self-sacrificefor
the good of others strengthens the spirit of beneficencein
thegiver’sheart, allying him more closely to the Redeemer
of theworld, who “wasrich, yet for your sakes. . became
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich” (2
Corinthians 8:9). Anditisonly aswethusfulfill thedivine
purposein our creation that life can be ablessing to us.

If you will go to work as Christ designs that His dis-
ciples shall, and win souls for Him, you will feel the need
of a deeper experience and a greater knowledge in divine
things, and will hunger and thirst after righteousness. You
will plead with God, and your faith will be strengthened,
and your soul will drink deeper drafts at the well of salva-
tion. Encountering opposition and trials will drive you to
the Bibleand prayer. You will grow in grace and the know!-
edge of Christ, and will develop arich experience.

The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, sta-
bility, and Christlike lovelinessto the character, and brings
peace and happiness to its possessor. The aspirations are
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elevated. There is no room for sloth or selfishness. Those
who thus exercise the Christian graces will grow and will
become strong to work for God. They will have clear spiri-
tual perceptions, a steady, growing faith, and an increased
power in prayer. The Spirit of God, moving upon their spirit,
callsforth the sacred harmonies of the soul in answer to the
divinetouch. Those who thus devote themsel vesto unself-
ish effort for the good of others are most surely working
out their own salvation.

The only way to grow in graceisto be disinterestedly
doing the very work which Christ has enjoined upon us—
to engage, to the extent of our ability, in helping and bless-
ing those who need the help we can give them. Strength
comes by exercise; activity is the very condition of life.
Thosewho endeavor to maintain Christian life by passively
accepting the blessings that come through the means of
grace, and doing nothing for Christ, are simply trying to
live by eating without working. And in the spiritual asin
the natural world, this always results in degeneration and
decay. A man who would refuseto exercise hislimbswould
soon lose al power to use them. Thus the Christian who
will not exercise his God-given powers not only fails to
grow up into Christ, but he loses the strength that he al-
ready had.

The church of Christis God's appointed agency for the
salvation of men. Its mission isto carry the gospel to the
world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Every-
one, to the extent of histalent and opportunity, isto fulfill
the Saviour’s commission. The love of Christ, reveaed to
us, makes us debtors to al who know Him not. God has
given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon
them.

If the followers of Christ were awake to duty, there
would be thousands where there is one today proclaiming
the gospel in heathen lands. And all who could not person-
aly engageinthework would yet sustainit with their means,
their sympathy, and their prayers. And there would be far
more earnest labor for soulsin Christian countries.
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We need not go to heathen lands, or even leave the
narrow circle of the home, if itistherethat our duty lies, in
order to work for Christ. We can do thisin the homecircle,
in the church, among those with whom we associate, and
with whom we do business.

Thegreater part of our Saviour’slife on earth was spent
in patient toil inthe carpenter’s shop at Nazareth. Minister-
ing angels attended the Lord of life as He walked side by
side with peasants and laborers, unrecognized and unhon-
ored. Hewasasfaithfully fulfilling His mission whilework-
ing at His humble trade as when He healed the sick or
walked upon the storm-tossed waves of Galilee. So in the
humbl est dutiesand lowliest positions of life, we may walk
and work with Jesus.

Theapostle says, “L et every man, wherein heiscalled,
therein abidewith God.” 1 Corinthians 7:24. The business-
man may conduct hisbusinessin away that will glorify his
Master because of his fidelity. If he is a true follower of
Christ, hewill carry hisreligioninto everything that isdone
and reveal to men the spirit of Christ. The mechanic may
be adiligent and faithful representative of Him who toiled
inthelowly walksof lifeamong the hillsof Galilee. Every-
one who names the name of Christ should so work that
others, by seeing his good works, may be led to glorify
their Creator and Redeemer.

Many have excused themselves from rendering their
giftsto the service of Christ because otherswere possessed
of superior endowments and advantages. The opinion has
prevailed that only those who are especially talented are
required to consecrate their abilities to the service of God.
It has cometo be understood by many that talentsare given
to only a certain favored class to the exclusion of others
who of course are not called uponto shareinthetoilsor the
rewards. But it is not so represented in the parable. When
the master of the house called his servants, he gave to ev-
ery man his work.

With aloving spirit we may perform life's humblest
duties “as to the Lord” (Colossians 3:23). If the love of
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God is in the heart, it will be manifested in the life. The
sweet savor of Christ will surround us, and our influence
will elevate and bless.

You are not to wait for great occasions or to expect
extraordinary abilities before you go to work for God. You
need not have a thought of what the world will think of
you. If your daily life is atestimony to the purity and sin-
cerity of your faith, and others are convinced that you de-
sire to benefit them, your efforts will not be wholly lost.

The humblest and poorest of the disciples of Jesus can
be a blessing to others. They may not realize that they are
doing any specia good, but by their unconsciousinfluence
they may start waves of blessing that will widen and deepen,
and the blessed results they may never know until the day
of final reward. They do not feel or know that they are do-
ing anything great. They are not required to weary them-
selves with anxiety about success. They have only to go
forward quietly, doing faithfully thework that God's provi-
dence assigns, and their life will not bein vain. Their own
souls will be growing more and more into the likeness of
Christ; they are workers together with God in thislife and
arethusfitting for the higher work and the unshadowed joy
of thelife to come.

A Knowledge of God

Many are the ways in which God is seeking to make
Himself known to us and bring us into communion with
Him. Nature speaksto our senseswithout ceasing. The open
heart will be impressed with the love and glory of God as
revealed through the works of His hands. The listening ear
can hear and understand the communications of God
through the things of nature. Thegreen fields, thelofty trees,
the buds and flowers, the passing cloud, the falling rain,
the babbling brook, the glories of the heavens, speak to our
hearts, and invite us to become acquainted with Him who
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made them all.

Our Saviour bound up His precious lessons with the
things of nature. The trees, the birds, the flowers of the
valleys, the hills, the lakes, and the beautiful heavens, as
well as the incidents and surroundings of daily life, were
all linked with the words of truth, that His lessons might
thus be often recalled to mind, even amid the busy cares of
man’slife of toil.

God would have His children appreciate Hisworksand
delight in the simple, quiet beauty with which He has
adorned our earthly home. He is a lover of the beautiful.
And above dll that isoutwardly attractive, Heloves beauty
of character; He would have us cultivate purity and sim-
plicity, the quiet graces of the flowers.

If wewill but listen, God's created works will teach us
precious|essons of obedience and trust. From the starsthat
intheir trackless courses through space follow from age to
age their appointed path, down to the minutest atom, the
things of nature obey the Creator’swill. And God caresfor
everything and sustains everything that He has created. He
who upholds the unnumbered worlds throughout immen-
sity, at the sametime caresfor the wants of thelittle brown
sparrow that singsits humble song without fear. When men
go forth to their daily toil, as when they engage in prayer;
when they lie down at night, and when they rise in the
morning; when the rich man feasts in his palace, or when
the poor man gathers his children about the scanty board,
each is tenderly watched by the heavenly Father. No tears
are shed that God does not notice. Thereisno smilethat He
does not mark.

If we would but fully believe this, all undue anxieties
would be dismissed. Our lives would not be so filled with
disappointment as now; for everything, whether great or
small, would be left in the hands of God, who is not per-
plexed by the multiplicity of cares, or overwhelmed by their
weight. We should then enjoy arest of soul to which many
have long been strangers.

As your senses delight in the attractive loveliness of
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the earth, think of theworld that isto come, that shall never
know the blight of sin and death; where the face of nature
will no more wear the shadow of the curse. Let your imagi-
nation picture the home of the saved, and remember that it
will be more glorious than your brightest imagination can
portray. In the varied gifts of God in nature we see but the
faintest gleaming of Hisglory. It iswritten, “Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the thingswhich God hath prepared for them that love
Him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9.

The poet and the naturalist have many things to say
about nature, but it is the Christian who enjoys the beauty
of the earth with the highest appreciation, because he rec-
ognizes his Father’s handiwork and perceives His love in
flower and shrub and tree. No one can fully appreciate the
significance of hill and vale, river and sea, who does not
look upon them as an expression of God's love to man.

God spesks to us through His providential workings
and through the influence of His Spirit upon the heart. In
our circumstances and surroundings, in the changes daily
taking place around us, we may find precious|essonsif our
hearts are but open to discern them. The psalmist, tracing
the work of God's providence, says, “The earth is full of
the goodness of the Lord.” Psalm 33:5. “Whoso is wise,
and will observe these things, even they shall understand
the loving-kindness of the Lord.” Psalm 107:43.

God speaksto usin HisWord. Herewe havein clearer
lines the revelation of His character, of His dealings with
men, and the great work of redemption. Here is open be-
fore usthe history of patriarchsand prophetsand other holy
men of old. They were men “ subject to like passions aswe
are” (James5:17). We see how they struggled through dis-
couragementslike our own, how they fell under temptation
as we have done, and yet took heart again and conquered
through the grace of God; and, beholding, we are encour-
aged in our striving after righteousness. As we read of the
precious experiences granted them, of the light and love
and blessing it was theirs to enjoy, and of the work they
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wrought through the grace given them, the spirit that in-
spired them kindles aflame of holy emulation in our hearts
and adesireto belikethem in character—Iikethem to walk
with God.

Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures,—and how
much more is it true of the New,—"They are they which
testify of Me” (John 5:39), the Redeemer, Him in whom
our hopes of eternal life are centered. Yes, thewhole Bible
tellsof Christ. Fromthefirst record of creation—for “with-
out Him was not anything made that was made” (John
1:3)—to the closing promise, “Behold, I come quickly”
(Revelation 22:12), we are reading of His works and lis-
tening to Hisvoice. If you would become acquainted with
the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures.

Fill the whole heart with the words of God. They are
the living water, quenching your burning thirst. They are
the living bread from heaven. Jesus declares, “Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye
have no lifein you.” And He explains Himself by saying,
“Thewordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they
arelife.” John 6:53, 63. Our bodies are built up from what
we eat and drink; and as in the natural economy, so in the
spiritual economy: It is what we meditate upon that will
givetone and strength to our spiritual nature.

The theme of redemption is one that the angels desire
to look into; it will be the science and the song of the re-
deemed throughout the ceasel ess ages of eternity. Isit not
worthy of careful thought and study now? Theinfinite mercy
and love of Jesus, the sacrifice madein our behalf, call for
the most serious and solemn reflection. We should dwell
upon the character of our dear Redeemer and I ntercessor.
We should meditate upon the mission of Him who cameto
save His people from their sins. As we thus contemplate
heavenly themes, our faith and lovewill grow stronger, and
our prayers will be more and more acceptable to God, be-
cause they will be more and more mixed with faith and
love. They will be intelligent and fervent. There will be
more constant confidencein Jesusand adaily, living expe-
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rience in His power to save to the uttermost all that come
unto God by Him.

As we meditate upon the perfections of the Saviour,
we shall desire to be wholly transformed and renewed in
theimage of Hispurity. Therewill beahungering and thirst-
ing of soul to become like Him whom we adore. The more
our thoughts are upon Christ, the more we shall speak of
Him to others and represent Him to the world.

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the
contrary, it was designed for the common people. The great
truths necessary for salvation are made as clear as noon-
day; and nonewill mistake and lose their way except those
who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly re-
vealed will of God.

We should not take the testimony of any man asto what
the Scripturesteach, but should study the words of God for
ourselves. If we allow others to do our thinking, we shall
have crippled energies and contracted abilities. The noble
powers of the mind may be so dwarfed by lack of exercise
on themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their
ability to grasp the deep meaning of the Word of God. The
mind will enlargeif it is employed in tracing out the rela-
tion of the subjects of the Bible, comparing Scripture with
Scripture and spiritual things with spiritual.

Thereis nothing more calcul ated to strengthen thein-
tellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so
potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to thefaculties,
as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God's Word
were studied as it should be, men would have a breadth of
mind, anobility of character, and astability of purposerarely
seen in these times.

But thereisbut little benefit derived from ahasty read-
ing of the Scriptures. One may read thewhole Biblethrough
and yet fail to see its beauty or comprehend its deep and
hidden meaning. One passage studied until its significance
is clear to the mind and its relation to the plan of salvation
isof more value than the perusal of many chapterswith no
definite purposein view and no positiveinstruction gained.
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Keep your Bible with you. As you have opportunity, read
it; fix the texts in your memory. Even while you are walk-
ing the streets you may read a passage and meditate upon
it, thusfixing it in the mind.

We cannot obtain wisdom without earnest attention and
prayerful study. Some portions of Scripture are indeed too
plain to be misunderstood, but there are otherswhose mean-
ing does not lie on the surface to be seen at aglance. Scrip-
ture must be compared with Scripture. There must be care-
ful research and prayerful reflection. And such study will
be richly repaid. Asthe miner discovers veins of precious
metal concealed beneath the surface of the earth, sowill he
who perseveringly searches the Word of God as for hid
treasure find truths of the greatest value, which are con-
cedled from the view of the careless seeker. The words of
inspiration, pondered in the heart, will be as streams flow-
ing from the fountain of life.

Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Be-
fore opening its pages we should ask for the enlightenment
of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. When Nathanael
cameto Jesus, the Saviour exclaimed, “Behold an I sraglite
indeed, in whom is no guile!” Nathanael said, “Whence
knowest Thou me?’ Jesus answered, “Before that Philip
called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, | saw thee’
(John 1:47-48). And Jesus will see us also in the secret
places of prayer if we will seek Him for light that we may
know what is truth. Angels from the world of light will be
with those who in humility of heart seek for divine guid-
ance.

The Holy Spirit exalts and glorifies the Saviour. It is
His office to present Christ, the purity of His righteous-
ness, and the great salvation that we have through Him.
Jesus says, “He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it
unto you.” John 16:14. The Spirit of truth isthe only effec-
tual teacher of divinetruth. How must God esteem the hu-
man race, since He gave His Son to die for them and ap-
points His Spirit to be man’s teacher and continual guide!
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The Privilege of Prayer

Through nature and revel ation, through His providence,
and by the influence of His Spirit, God speaks to us. But
these are not enough; we need al so to pour out our heartsto
Him. In order to have spiritual life and energy, we must
have actual intercoursewith our heavenly Father. Our minds
may be drawn out toward Him; we may meditate upon His
works, His mercies, His blessings; but this is not, in the
fullest sense, communing with Him. In order to commune
with God, we must have something to say to Him concern-
ing our actual life.

Prayer isthe opening of the heart to God asto afriend.
Not that it is necessary in order to make known to God
what weare, but in order to enable usto receive Him. Prayer
does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him.

When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His dis-
ciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily
needs before God, and to cast al their care upon Him. And
the assurance He gave them, that their petitions should be
heard, is assurance also to us.

Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among men, was often
in prayer. Our Saviour identified Himself with our needs
and weakness, in that He became a suppliant, a petitioner,
seeking from His Father fresh supplies of strength, that He
might come forth braced for duty and trial. He is our ex-
ampleinal things. Heisabrother inour infirmities, “inal
points tempted like as we are”; but as the sinless one His
nature recoiled from evil; He endured strugglesand torture
of soul inaworld of sin. His humanity made prayer a ne-
cessity and a privilege. He found comfort and joy in com-
munion with His Father. And if the Saviour of men, the
Son of God, felt the need of prayer, how much more should
feeble, sinful mortalsfeel the necessity of fervent, constant
prayer.

Our heavenly Father waitsto bestow upon us the full-
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ness of Hisblessing. It is our privilege to drink largely at
the fountain of boundlesslove. What awonder it isthat we
pray so little! God isready and willing to hear the sincere
prayer of the humblest of Hischildren, and yet thereismuch
manifest reluctance on our part to make known our wants
to God. What can the angels of heaven think of poor help-
less human beings, who are subject to temptation, when
God's heart of infinite love yearns toward them, ready to
give them more than they can ask or think, and yet they
pray so little and have so little faith? The angels love to
bow before God; they love to be near Him. They regard
communion with God astheir highest joy; and yet the chil-
dren of earth, who need so much the help that God only can
give, seem satisfied to walk without the light of His Spirit,
the companionship of His presence.

The darkness of the evil one encloses those who ne-
glect to pray. The whispered temptations of the enemy en-
ticethemto sin; and it isall because they do not make use
of the privileges that God has given them in the divine ap-
pointment of prayer. Why should the sons and daughters of
God bereluctant to pray, when prayer isthe key in the hand
of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where aretreasured
the boundl ess resources of Omnipotence? Without unceas-
ing prayer and diligent watching we arein danger of grow-
ing careless and of deviating from the right path. The ad-
versary seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy
seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith ob-
tain grace and power to resist temptation.

There are certain conditions upon which we may ex-
pect that God will hear and answer our prayers. One of the
first of theseisthat wefeel our need of help from Him. He
has promised, “1 will pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground.” Isaiah 44:3. Those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God,
may be surethat they will befilled. The heart must be open
to the Spirit’s influence, or God's blessing cannot be re-
ceived.

Our great need isitself an argument and pleads most
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eloquently in our behalf. But the Lord isto be sought unto
to do these things for us. He says, “Ask, and it shall be
givenyou.” Matthew 7:7. And “Hethat spared not Hisown
Son, but delivered Him up for usall, how shall He not with
Him aso freely give usall things?” Romans 8:32.

If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any
known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the
penitent, contrite soul isaways accepted. When all known
wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer
our petitions. Our own merit will never commend usto the
favor of God; it isthe worthiness of Jesusthat will save us,
Hisblood that will cleanse us; yet we have awork to do in
complying with the conditions of acceptance.

Another element of prevailing prayer isfaith. “He that
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6.
Jesus said to His disciples, “What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.” Mark 11:24. Do we take Him at Hisword?

The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He isfaith-
ful who has promised. When we do not receive the very
things we asked for, at the time we ask, we are still to be-
lievethat the L ord hearsand that Hewill answer our prayers.
We are so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask
for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heav-
enly Father in love answers our prayers by giving us that
which will be for our highest good—that which we our-
selveswould desireif with vision divinely enlightened we
could see al things as they really are. When our prayers
seem not to be answered, we areto cling to the promise; for
the time of answering will surely come, and we shall re-
ceive the blessing we need most. But to claim that prayer
will always be answered in the very way and for the par-
ticular thing that we desire, ispresumption. God istoo wise
to err, and too good to withhold any good thing from them
that walk uprightly. Then do not fear to trust Him, even
though you do not seetheimmediate answer to your prayers.
Rely upon His sure promise, “Ask, and it shall be given



64 Steps to Christ

you” (Matthew 7:7).

If we take counsel with our doubts and fears, or try to
solve everything that we cannot see clearly, beforewe have
faith, perplexitieswill only increase and deepen. But if we
cometo God, feeling hel pless and dependent, aswe really
are, and in humble, trusting faith make known our wantsto
Him whose knowledge is infinite, who sees everything in
creation, and who governseverything by Hiswill and word,
He can and will attend to our cry, and will let light shine
into our hearts. Through sincere prayer we are brought into
connection with the mind of the Infinite. We may have no
remarkable evidence at the time that the face of our Re-
deemer isbending over usin compassion and love, but this
iseven so. We may not feel Hisvisible touch, but Hishand
isupon usin love and pitying tenderness.

When we come to ask mercy and blessing from God
we should have a spirit of love and forgivenessin our own
hearts. How can we pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors’ (Matthew 6:12), and yet indulge an
unforgiving spirit? If we expect our own prayersto be heard
we must forgive othersin the same manner and to the same
extent as we hope to be forgiven.

Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of
receiving. We must pray always if we would grow in faith
and experience. We are to be “instant in prayer” (Romans
12:12), to“continuein prayer, and watch in the samewith
thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2). Peter exhorts believersto
be “sober, and watch unto prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul di-
rects, “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known unto God.”
Philippians 4:6. “But ye, beloved,” says Jude, “praying in
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselvesin the love of God.” Jude
20-21. Unceasing prayer isthe unbroken union of the soul
with God, so that life from God flows into our life; and
from our life, purity and holiness flow back to God.

There is necessity for diligence in prayer; let nothing
hinder you. Make every effort to keep open the commun-
ion between Jesus and your own soul. Seek every opportu-
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nity to go where prayer iswont to be made. Those who are
really seeking for communion with God will be seeninthe
prayer meeting, faithful to do their duty and earnest and
anxious to reap al the benefits they can gain. They will
improve every opportunity of placing themselveswherethey
can receive therays of light from heaven.

We should pray in the family circle, and above all we
must not neglect secret prayer, for this is the life of the
soul. Itisimpossiblefor the soul to flourish while prayer is
neglected. Family or public prayer alone is not sufficient.
In solitude | et the soul be laid open to the inspecting eye of
God. Secret prayer isto be heard only by the prayer-hear-
ing God. No curious ear is to receive the burden of such
petitions. In secret prayer the soul isfree from surrounding
influences, freefrom excitement. Calmly, yet fervently, will
it reach out after God. Sweet and abiding will be theinflu-
ence emanating from Him who seeth in secret, whoseear is
open to hear the prayer arising from the heart. By calm,
simplefaith the soul holds communion with God and gath-
erstoitself raysof divinelight to strengthen and sustain it
in the conflict with Satan. God is our tower of strength.

Pray in your closet, and as you go about your daily
labor let your heart be often uplifted to God. It was thus
that Enoch walked with God. These silent prayersriselike
precious incense before the throne of grace. Satan cannot
overcome him whose heart is thus stayed upon God.

Thereisnotimeor placeinwhichit isinappropriate to
offer up a petition to God. There is nothing that can pre-
vent us from lifting up our hearts in the spirit of earnest
prayer. In the crowds of the street, in the midst of a busi-
ness engagement, we may send up a petition to God and
plead for divine guidance, as did Nehemiah when he made
his request before King Artaxerxes. A closet of commun-
ion may be found wherever we are. We should have the
door of the heart open continually and our invitation going
up that Jesus may come and abide as a heavenly guest in
the soul.

Although there may be atainted, corrupted atmosphere
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around us, we need not breathe its miasma, but may livein
the pure air of heaven. We may close every door to impure
imaginings and unholy thoughts by lifting the soul into the
presence of God through sincere prayer. Thosewhose hearts
are open to receive the support and blessing of God will
walk inaholier atmospherethan that of earth and will have
constant communion with heaven.

We need to have more distinct views of Jesus and a
fuller comprehension of the value of eternal realities. The
beauty of holiness is to fill the hearts of God's children;
and that this may be accomplished, we should seek for di-
vine disclosures of heavenly things.

Let the soul be drawn out and upward, that God may
grant usabreath of the heavenly atmosphere. We may keep
so near to God that, in every unexpected trial, our thoughts
will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turns to the sun.

Keep your wants, your joys, your SOrrows, your cares,
and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him; you
cannot weary Him. Hewho numbersthe hairs of your head
isnot indifferent to the wants of Hischildren. “TheLordis
very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” James 5:11. His heart of
loveistouched by our sorrows and even by our utterances
of them. Take to Him everything that perplexes the mind.
Nothingistoo great for Him to bear, for He holdsup worlds,
Herulesover all the affairs of the universe. Nothing that in
any way concernsour peaceistoo small for Himto notice.
There is no chapter in our experience too dark for Him to
read; thereisno perplexity too difficult for Him to unravel.
No calamity can befall theleast of His children, no anxiety
harass the soul, no joy cheer, no sincere prayer escape the
lips, of which our heavenly Father is unobservant, or in
which Hetakes noimmediateinterest. “ He heal eth the bro-
ken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3.
The relation between God and each soul is as distinct and
full asthough there were not another soul upon the earth to
share His watchcare, not another soul for whom He gave
His beloved Son.

Jesus said, “Ye shall ask in My name: and | say not
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unto you, that | will pray the Father for you: for the Father
Himself loveth you.” John 16:26-27. “| have chosenyou. .
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He
may give it you.” John 15:16. But to pray in the name of
Jesus is something more than amere mention of that name
at the beginning and the ending of aprayer. Itisto pray in
the mind and spirit of Jesus, while we believe His prom-
ises, rely upon His grace, and work Hiswaorks.

God does not mean that any of us should become her-
mits or monks and retire from the world in order to devote
ourselvesto acts of worship. The life must be like Christ’s
life—between the mountain and the multitude. Hewho does
nothing but pray will soon ceaseto pray, or hisprayerswill
become a formal routine. When men take themselves out
of social life, away from the sphere of Christian duty and
cross bearing, when they cease to work earnestly for the
Master who worked earnestly for them, they lose the sub-
ject matter of prayer and have no incentive to devotion.
Their prayers become personal and selfish. They cannot
pray in regard to the wants of humanity or the upbuilding
of Christ's kingdom, pleading for strength wherewith to
work.

We sustain aloss when we neglect the privilege of as-
sociating together to strengthen and encourage one another
in the service of God. The truths of His Word lose their
vividnessand importancein our minds. Our hearts cease to
be enlightened and aroused by their sanctifying influence,
and we decline in spirituality. In our association as Chris-
tians we lose much by lack of sympathy with one another.
He who shuts himself up to himself is not filling the posi-
tion that God designed he should. The proper cultivation
of the social elementsin our nature brings us into sympa-
thy with othersand isameans of devel opment and strength
to usin the service of God.

If Christianswould associatetogether, speaking to each
other of the love of God and of the precious truths of re-
demption, their own hearts would be refreshed and they
would refresh one another. We may be daily learning more
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of our heavenly Father, gaining a fresh experience of His
grace; then we shall desire to speak of Hislove; and aswe
do this, our own hearts will be warmed and encouraged. If
we thought and talked more of Jesus, and less of self, we
should have far more of His presence.

If we would but think of God as often as we have evi-
dence of His care for us we should keep Him ever in our
thoughts and should delight to talk of Him and to praise
Him. Wetalk of temporal things because we have an inter-
est in them. We talk of our friends because we love them;
our joys and our sorrows are bound up with them. Yet we
have infinitely greater reason to love God than to love our
earthly friends; it should be the most natural thing in the
world to make Him first in al our thoughts, to talk of His
goodness, and tell of His power. The rich gifts He has be-
stowed upon us were not intended to absorb our thoughts
and love so much that we should have nothing to give to
God; they are constantly to remind us of Him and to bind
usin bonds of love and gratitude to our heavenly Benefac-
tor. We dwell too near the lowlands of earth. Let usraise
our eyes to the open door of the Sanctuary above, where
the light of the glory of God shines in the face of Christ,
who “is able a so to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by Him” (Hebrews 7:25).

We need to praise God more “for His goodness, and
for His wonderful works to the children of men!” Psalm
107:8. Our devotional exercises should not consist wholly
in asking and receiving. Let us not be aways thinking of
our wants and never of the benefits we receive. We do not
pray any too much, but we are too sparing of giving thanks.
We are the constant recipients of God's mercies, and yet
how little gratitude we express, how little we praise Him
for what He has done for us.

Anciently theLord bade | srael, when they met together
for His service, “Ye shall eat before the Lord your God,
andyeshall regjoicein all that ye put your hand unto, ye and
your households, wherein the Lord thy God hath blessed
thee” (Deuteronomy 12:7). That whichisdonefor theglory
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of God should be done with cheerfulness, with songs of
praise and thanksgiving, not with sadness and gloom.

Our God isatender, merciful Father. Hisservice should
not be looked upon as a heart-saddening, distressing exer-
cise. It should be apleasureto worship the Lord and to take
part in His work. God would not have His children, for
whom so great salvation has been provided, act as if He
were a hard, exacting taskmaster. He is their best friend;
and when they worship Him, He expects to be with them,
to bless and comfort them, filling their hearts with joy and
love. The Lord desires His children to take comfort in His
service and to find more pleasure than hardship in Hiswork.
He desiresthat those who come to worship Him shall carry
away with them precious thoughts of His care and love,
that they may be cheered in all the employments of daily
life, that they may have grace to deal honestly and faith-
fully inal things.

We must gather about the cross. Christ and Him cruci-
fied should be the theme of contemplation, of conversa-
tion, and of our most joyful emotion. We should keep in
our thoughts every blessing wereceive from God, and when
we realize His great love we should be willing to trust ev-
erything to the hand that was nailed to the cross for us.

The soul may ascend nearer heaven on the wings of
praise. God isworshiped with song and music in the courts
above, and aswe express our gratitude we are approximat-
ing to the worship of the heavenly hosts. “Whoso offereth
praise glorifieth” God (Psalm 50:23). Let us with reverent
joy come before our Creator, with “thanksgiving, and the
voice of melody” (Isaiah 51:3).

QUhat to Do with Doubt

Many, especially those who are young in the Christian
life, are at times troubled with the suggestions of skepti-
cism. There are in the Bible many things which they can-
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not explain, or even understand, and Satan employs these
to shake their faith in the Scriptures as a revelation from
God. They ask, “How shall | know the right way? If the
Bibleisindeed the Word of God, how can | be freed from
these doubts and perplexities?’

God never asks usto believe, without giving sufficient
evidence upon which to base our faith. His existence, His
character, the truthfulness of His Word, are all established
by testimony that appeal sto our reason; and thistestimony
is abundant. Yet God has never removed the possibility of
doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstra-
tion. Those who wish to doubt will have opportunity; while
thosewho really desireto know thetruth will find plenty of
evidence on which to rest their faith.

It is impossible for finite minds fully to comprehend
the character or the works of the Infinite One. To the keen-
est intellect, the most highly educated mind, that holy Be-
ing must ever remain clothed in mystery. “Canst thou by
searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty
unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou
do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?” Job 11:7-8.

The apostle Paul exclaims, “O the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearch-
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!”
Romans 11:33. But though “ clouds and darkness are round
about Him . . righteousness and judgment are the founda-
tion of Histhrone” (Psalm 97:2, R.V.). We can so far com-
prehend Hisdealingswith us, and the motives by which He
isactuated, that we may discern boundless love and mercy
united to infinite power. We can understand as much of His
purposes asit isfor our good to know; and beyond thiswe
must still trust the hand that is omnipotent, the heart that is
full of love.

The Word of God, like the character of its divine Au-
thor, presents mysteries that can never be fully compre-
hended by finite beings. The entrance of sininto theworld,
thelncarnation of Christ, regeneration, the resurrection, and
many other subjects presented in the Bible, are mysteries
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too deep for the human mind to explain, or even fully to
comprehend. But we have no reason to doubt God's Word
because we cannot understand the mysteries of His provi-
dence. In the natural world we are constantly surrounded
with mysteries that we cannot fathom. The very humblest
formsof life present a problem that the wisest of philoso-
phersis powerlessto explain. Everywhere are wonders be-
yond our ken. Should we then be surprised to find that in
the spiritual world also there are mysteries that we cannot
fathom? The difficulty lies solely in the weakness and nar-
rowness of the human mind. God has given usin the Scrip-
tures sufficient evidence of their divine character, and we
are not to doubt His Word because we cannot understand
all the mysteries of His providence.

Theapostle Peter saysthat therearein Scripture”things
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and
unstablewrest . . unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).
Thedifficulties of Scripture have been urged by skepticsas
an argument against the Bible; but so far from this, they
constitute a strong evidence of its divine inspiration. If it
contained no account of God but that which we could eas-
ily comprehend; if His greatness and majesty could be
grasped by finite minds, then the Bible would not bear the
unmistakable credentia s of divineauthority. Thevery gran-
deur and mystery of the themes presented should inspire
faith in it as the Word of God.

The Bible unfoldstruth with asimplicity and a perfect
adaptation to the needs and longings of the human heart,
that has astonished and charmed the most highly cultivated
minds, while it enables the humble and uncultured to dis-
cerntheway of salvation. And yet these ssimply stated truths
lay hold upon subjects so elevated, so far-reaching, so infi-
nitely beyond the power of human comprehension, that we
can accept them only because God has declared them. Thus
the plan of redemptionislaid opento us, so that every soul
may see the steps he is to take in repentance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, in order to be saved
in God's appointed way; yet beneath these truths, so easily
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understood, lie mysteriesthat are the hiding of Hisglory—
mysteries that overpower the mind in its research, yet in-
spire the sincere seeker for truth with reverence and faith.
The more he searches the Bible, the deeper is his convic-
tionthat it isthe Word of theliving God, and human reason
bows before the majesty of divine revelation.

To acknowledge that we cannot fully comprehend the
great truths of the Bibleisonly to admit that the finitemind
isinadequate to grasp the infinite; that man, with his lim-
ited, human knowledge, cannot understand the purposes of
Omniscience.

Becausethey cannot fathom all its mysteries, the skep-
tic and the infidel regject God's Word; and not all who pro-
fessto believe the Bible are free from danger on this point.
The apostle says, “ Take heed, brethren, lest there bein any
of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the liv-
ing God.” Hebrews 3:12. It is right to study closely the
teachings of the Bible and to search into “the deep things
of God” so far as they are revealed in Scripture (1 Corin-
thians 2:10). While*the secret things belong unto the Lord
our God . . those things which are revealed belong unto
us.” Deuteronomy 29:29. But it is Satan’s work to pervert
the investigative powers of the mind. A certain pride is
mingled with the consideration of Bible truth, so that men
feel impatient and defeated if they cannot explain every
portion of Scriptureto their satisfaction. It istoo humiliat-
ing to them to acknowledge that they do not understand the
inspired words. They are unwilling to wait patiently until
God shall seefit to reveal the truth to them. They feel that
their unai ded human wisdom is sufficient to enable them to
comprehend the Scripture, and failing to do this, they vir-
tually deny its authority. It is true that many theories and
doctrines popularly supposed to be derived from the Bible
have no foundation initsteaching, and indeed are contrary
to the whole tenor of inspiration. These things have been a
cause of doubt and perplexity to many minds. They are not,
however, chargeable to God’s Word, but to man’s perver-
sion of it.
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If it were possible for created beings to attain to a full
understanding of God and Hisworks, then, having reached
this point, there would be for them no further discovery of
truth, no growth in knowledge, no further development of
mind or heart. God would no longer be supreme; and man,
having reached the limit of knowledge and attainment,
would cease to advance. Let usthank God that it is not so.
Godisinfinite; in Him are“all thetreasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). And to al eternity men may
be ever searching, ever learning, and yet never exhaust the
treasures of Hiswisdom, His goodness, and His power.

God intendsthat eveninthislifethetruths of HisWord
shall be ever unfolding to His people. There is only one
way in which this knowledge can be obtained. We can at-
tain to an understanding of God’s Word only through the
illumination of that Spirit by which the word was given.
“Thethingsof God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God”;
“for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God.” 1 Corinthians 2:11, 10. And the Saviour’s promise
toHisfollowerswas, “When He, the Spirit of truth, iscome,
He will guide you into al truth . . For He shall receive of
Mine, and shall show it unto you.” John 16:13-14.

God desires man to exercise hisreasoning powers; and
the study of the Bible will strengthen and elevate the mind
as no other study can. Yet we are to beware of deifying
reason, which is subject to the weakness and infirmity of
humanity. If we would not have the Scriptures clouded to
our understanding, so that the plainest truths shall not be
comprehended, we must have the simplicity and faith of a
little child, ready to learn, and beseeching the aid of the
Holy Spirit. A sense of the power and wisdom of God, and
of our inability to comprehend His greatness, should in-
spire us with humility, and we should open His Word, as
wewould enter His presence, with holy awe. When we come
to the Bible, reason must acknowledge an authority supe-
rior toitself, and heart and intellect must bow to the great |
AM.

There are many things apparently difficult or obscure,
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which God will make plain and simple to those who thus
seek an understanding of them. But, without the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, we shall be continually liable to wrest
the Scriptures or to misinterpret them. Thereis much read-
ing of the Bible that iswithout profit and in many cases a
positive injury. When the Word of God is opened without
reverence and without prayer; when the thoughts and af -
fections are not fixed upon God, or in harmony with His
will, themind is clouded with doubt; and in the very study
of the Bible, skepticism strengthens. The enemy takes con-
trol of the thoughts, and he suggestsinterpretationsthat are
not correct. Whenever men are not in word and deed seek-
ing to bein harmony with God, then, however learned they
may be, they areliableto err in their understanding of Scrip-
ture, and it is not safe to trust to their explanations. Those
who look to the Scriptures to find discrepancies, have not
spiritual insight. With distorted vision they will see many
causes for doubt and unbelief in thingsthat arereally plain
and simple.

Disguise it as they may, the real cause of doubt and
skepticism, in most cases, isthe love of sin. The teachings
and restrictionsof God'sWord are not wel cometo the proud,
sin-loving heart, and those who are unwilling to obey its
requirements are ready to doubt its authority. In order to
arrive at truth, we must have a sincere desire to know the
truth and a willingness of heart to obey it. And all who
comein this spirit to the study of the Bible will find abun-
dant evidence that it is God’s Word, and they may gain an
understanding of its truths that will make them wise unto
salvation.

Christ has said, “If any man willeth to do Hiswill, he
shall know of theteaching.” John 7:17, R.V. Instead of ques-
tioning and caviling concerning that which you do not un-
derstand, give heed to the light that already shines upon
you, and you will receive greater light. By the grace of
Christ, perform every duty that has been made plainto your
understanding, and you will be enabled to understand and
perform those of which you are now in doubt.
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Thereisan evidencethat isopento all,—themost highly
educated, and the most illiterate,—the evidence of experi-
ence. God invites us to prove for ourselves the reality of
HisWord, the truth of His promises. He bids us “taste and
seethat theLord isgood” (Psalm 34:8). Instead of depend-
ing upon theword of another, we are to taste for ourselves.
He declares, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” John 16:24. His
promiseswill befulfilled. They have never failed; they never
can fail. And as we draw near to Jesus, and rejoice in the
fullness of Hislove, our doubt and darknesswill disappear
in the light of His presence.

Theapostle Paul saysthat God “ hath delivered usfrom
the power of darkness, and hath translated usinto the king-
dom of Hisdear Son” (Colossians 1:13). And everyonewho
has passed from death unto life is able to “set to his sed
that God istrue’ (John 3:33). He can testify, “1 needed help,
and | found it in Jesus. Every want was supplied, the hun-
ger of my soul was satisfied; and now the Bibleisto methe
revelation of Jesus Christ. Do you ask why | believein Jesus?
Because Heisto meadivine Saviour. Why do | believethe
Bible?Because| have found it to be the voice of God to my
soul.” We may have thewitnessin ourselvesthat the Bible
istrue, that Christ isthe Son of God. We know that we are
not following cunningly devised fables.

Peter exhorts his brethren to “grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter
3:18). When the people of God are growing in grace, they
will be constantly obtaining aclearer understanding of His
Word. They will discern new light and beauty inits sacred
truths. This has been truein the history of the churchin all
ages, and thus it will continue to the end. “The path of the
righteous is as the light of dawn, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.” Proverbs 4:18, R.V., margin.

By faith we may look to the hereafter and grasp the
pledge of God for agrowth of intellect, the human faculties
uniting with the divine, and every power of the soul being
brought into direct contact with the Source of light. We
may rejoicethat dl which has perplexed usinthe providences
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of God will then be made plain, things hard to be under-
stood will then find an explanation; and where our finite
minds discovered only confusion and broken purposes, we
shall seethe most perfect and beautiful harmony. “Now we
see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now |
know in part; but then shall |1 know even as also | am
known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12.

Rejoicing in the Lord

Thechildren of God are called to be representatives of
Christ, showing forth the goodness and mercy of the Lord.
AsJesus hasrevealed to usthe true character of the Father,
sowearetorevea Christtoaworld that doesnot know His
tender, pitying love. “ AsThou hast sent Meinto theworld,”
said Jesus, “even so have | also sent them into the world.”
“l inthem, and Thouin Me. . that theworld may know that
Thou hast sent Me.” John 17: 18, 23. The apostle Paul says
to the disciples of Jesus, “ Ye are manifestly declared to be
the epistle of Christ,” “known and read of all men.” 2
Corinthians 3:3, 2. In every one of Hischildren, Jesus sends
aletter to the world. If you are Christ’sfollower, He sends
in you aletter to the family, the village, the street, where
you live. Jesus, dwelling in you, desires to speak to the
hearts of those who are not acquainted with Him. Perhaps
they do not read the Bible, or do not hear the voice that
speaksto theminits pages, they do not seethelove of God
through Hisworks. But if you are atrue representative of
Jesus, it may be that through you they will beled to under-
stand something of His goodness and be won to love and
serve Him.

Chrigtiansare set aslight bearers on the way to heaven.
They areto reflect to theworld thelight shining upon them
from Christ. Their life and character should be such that
through them others will get a right conception of Christ
and of His service.



Rejoicing in the Lord (113-117) 77

If we do represent Christ, we shall make His service
appear attractive, asit really is. Christians who gather up
gloom and sadness to their souls, and murmur and com-
plain, aregiving to others afal se representation of God and
the Christian life. They givetheimpression that God is not
pleased to have His children happy, and in this they bear
false withess against our heavenly Father.

Satan is exultant when he can lead the children of God
into unbelief and despondency. He delights to see us mis-
trusting God, doubting His willingness and power to save
us. He lovesto have us feel that the Lord will do us harm
by Hisprovidences. It isthework of Satan to represent the
Lord as lacking in compassion and pity. He misstates the
truth in regard to Him. He fills the imagination with false
ideas concerning God; and instead of dwelling upon the
truth in regard to our heavenly Father, we too often fix our
minds upon the misrepresentations of Satan and dishonor
God by distrusting Him and murmuring against Him. Sa-
tan ever seeks to make the religious life one of gloom. He
desires it to appear toilsome and difficult; and when the
Christian presents in his own life this view of religion, he
is, through his unbelief, seconding the falsehood of Satan.

Many, walking aong the path of life, dwell upon their
mi stakes and failures and disappointments, and their hearts
are filled with grief and discouragement. While | was in
Europe, a sister who had been doing this, and who wasin
deep distress, wrote to me, asking for some word of en-
couragement. The night after | had read her letter | dreamed
that | wasin agarden, and onewho seemed to be the owner
of the garden was conducting me through its paths. | was
gathering the flowers and enjoying their fragrance, when
this sister, who had been walking by my side, called my
attention to some unsightly briers that were impeding her
way. There she was mourning and grieving. She was not
walking in the pathway, following the guide, but waswalk-
ing among the briers and thorns. “Oh,” she mourned, “isit
not apity that thisbeautiful garden isspoiled with thorns?’
Then the guide said, “Let the thorns alone, for they will
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only wound you. Gather theroses, thelilies, and the pinks.”

Have there not been some bright spotsin your experi-
ence? Have you not had some precious seasons when your
heart throbbed with joy in response to the Spirit of God?
When you look back into the chapters of your life experi-
ence do you not find some pleasant pages? Are not God's
promises, like the fragrant flowers, growing beside your
path on every hand?Will you not let their beauty and sweet-
nessfill your heart with joy?

The briersand thornswill only wound and grieve you;
and if you gather only these things, and present them to
others, are you not, besides slighting the goodness of God
yourself, preventing those around you from walking in the
path of life?

It is not wise to gather together all the unpleasant rec-
ollections of a past life,—its iniquities and disappoint-
ments,—to talk over them and mourn over them until we
are overwhelmed with discouragement. A discouraged soul
is filled with darkness, shutting out the light of God from
his own soul and casting a shadow upon the pathway of
others.

Thank God for the bright pictures which He has pre-
sented to us. Let us group together the blessed assurances
of Hislove, that we may look upon them continually: The
Son of God leaving His Father’s throne, clothing His di-
vinity with humanity, that He might rescue man from the
power of Satan; Histriumphin our behalf, opening heaven
to men, revealing to human vision the presence chamber
where the Deity unveils His glory; the fallen race uplifted
from the pit of ruin into which sin had plunged it, and
brought again into connection with the infinite God, and
having endured the divine test through faith in our Re-
deemer, clothed in the righteousness of Christ, and exalted
to Histhrone—these are the pictureswhich God would have
us contempl ate.

When we seem to doubt God's love and distrust His
promiseswedishonor Him and grieve HisHoly Spirit. How
would a mother feel if her children were constantly com-
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plaining of her, just as though she did not mean them well,
when her whole life's effort had been to forward their in-
terestsand to givethem comfort? Suppose they should doubt
her love; it would break her heart. How would any parent
feel to be thus treated by his children? And how can our
heavenly Father regard uswhen we distrust Hislove, which
has led Him to give His only begotten Son that we might
have life? The apostle writes, “He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for usall, how shall He not with
Him also freely giveusall things?” Romans 8:32. And yet
how many, by their actions, if not inword, aresaying, “The
L ord does not mean this for me. Perhaps He loves others,
but He does not love me.”

All thisis harming your own soul; for every word of
doubt you utter isinviting Satan’ stemptations; it isstrength-
ening in you the tendency to doubt, and it is grieving from
you the ministering angels. When Satan temptsyou, breathe
not aword of doubt or darkness. If you choose to open the
door to his suggestions, your mind will be filled with dis-
trust and rebellious questioning. If you talk out your feel-
ings, every doubt you express not only reacts upon your-
self, but it isaseed that will germinate and bear fruitinthe
life of others, and it may be impossible to counteract the
influence of your words. You yourself may be able to re-
cover from the season of temptation and from the snare of
Satan, but others who have been swayed by your influence
may not be able to escape from the unbelief you have sug-
gested. How important that we speak only those thingsthat
will give spiritual strength and life!

Angelsarelistening to hear what kind of report you are
bearing to the world about your heavenly Master. Let your
conversation be of Him who liveth to make intercession
for you before the Father. When you take the hand of a
friend, let praise to God be on your lips and in your heart.
Thiswill attract his thoughts to Jesus.

All havetrids;, griefs hard to bear, temptations hard to
resist. Do not tell your troublesto your fellow mortals, but
carry everything to God in prayer. Make it arule never to
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utter one word of doubt or discouragement. You can do
much to brighten the life of others and strengthen their ef-
forts, by words of hope and holy cheer.

Thereismany a brave soul sorely pressed by tempta-
tion, almost ready to faint in the conflict with self and with
the powers of evil. Do not discourage such a one in his
hard struggle. Cheer him with brave, hopeful words that
shall urge him on his way. Thus the light of Christ may
shine from you. “None of us liveth to himself.” Romans
14:7. By our unconscious influence others may be encour-
aged and strengthened, or they may be discouraged, and
repelled from Christ and the truth.

There are many who have an erroneousidea of thelife
and character of Christ. They think that He was devoid of
warmth and sunniness, that He was stern, severe, and joy-
less. In many cases the whole religious experience is col-
ored by these gloomy views.

It is often said that Jesus wept, but that He was never
known to smile. Our Saviour was indeed a Man of Sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief, for He opened Hisheart to
all the woes of men. But though His life was self-denying
and shadowed with pain and care, Hisspirit was not crushed.
His countenance did not wear an expression of grief and
repining, but ever one of peaceful serenity. Hisheart wasa
wellspring of life, and wherever He went He carried rest
and peace, joy and gladness.

Our Saviour was deeply serious and intensely in ear-
nest, but never gloomy or morose. The life of those who
imitate Himwill befull of earnest purpose; they will havea
deep sense of personal responsibility. Levity will be re-
pressed; therewill be no boisterous merriment, no rudejest-
ing; but thereligion of Jesusgivespeacelikeariver. It does
not quench thelight of joy; it doesnot restrain cheerfulness
nor cloud the sunny, smiling face. Christ came not to be
ministered unto but to minister; and when His love reigns
in the heart, we shall follow His example.

If we keep uppermost in our minds the unkind and un-
just acts of others we shall find it impossible to love them
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as Christ has loved us; but if our thoughts dwell upon the
wondrousloveand pity of Christ for us, the same spirit will
flow out to others. We should |ove and respect one another,
notwithstanding the faults and imperfections that we can-
not help seeing. Humility and self-distrust should be culti-
vated, and a patient tenderness with the faults of others.
This will kill out al narrowing selfishness and make us
large-hearted and generous.

The psalmist says, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.”
Psalm 37:3. “Trust in the Lord.” Each day hasits burdens,
its cares and perplexities; and, when we meet how ready
we are to talk of our difficulties and trials. So many bor-
rowed troublesintrude, so many fearsareindulged, such a
weight of anxiety is expressed, that one might suppose we
had no pitying, loving Saviour ready to hear all our requests
and to beto us a present help in every time of need.

Some are aways fearing, and borrowing trouble. Ev-
ery day they are surrounded with the tokens of God’slove;
every day they are enjoying the bounties of His providence;
but they overlook these present blessings. Their minds are
continualy dwelling upon something disagreeable which
they fear may come; or some difficulty may redly exist
which, though small, blinds their eyes to the many things
that demand gratitude. The difficulties they encounter, in-
stead of driving them to God, the only source of their help,
separate them from Him because they awaken unrest and
repining.

Do wewell to be thus unbelieving? Why should we be
ungrateful and distrustful ? Jesusisour friend; all heavenis
interested in our welfare. We should not allow the perplexi-
tiesand worries of everyday lifeto fret the mind and cloud
the brow. If we do we shall always have something to vex
and annoy. We should not indulge a solicitude that only
frets and wears us, but does not help usto bear trials.

You may be perplexed in business; your prospects may
grow darker and darker, and you may be threatened with
loss; but do not become discouraged; cast your care upon
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God, and remain calm and cheerful. Pray for wisdom to
manage your affairs with discretion, and thus prevent loss
and disaster. Do all you can on your part to bring about
favorable results. Jesus has promised Hisaid, but not apart
from our effort. When, relying upon our Helper, you have
done all you can, accept the result cheerfully.

It is not the will of God that His people should be
weighed down with care. But our Lord does not deceive
us. He does not say to us, “Do not fear; there are no dan-
gersinyour path.” He knows there are trials and dangers,
and He deals with us plainly. He does not propose to take
His people out of a world of sin and evil, but He points
them to anever-failing refuge. His prayer for Hisdisciples
was, “| pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil”
John17:15. “Intheworld,” He says, “ye shall havetribula-
tion: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world”
(John 16:33).

In His Sermon on the Mount, Christ taught His dis-
ciplespreciouslessonsin regard to the necessity of trusting
in God. Theselessonswere designed to encourage the chil-
dren of God through all ages, and they have come down to
our timefull of instruction and comfort. The Saviour pointed
His followers to the birds of the air as they warbled their
carols of praise, unencumbered with thoughts of care, for
“they sow not, neither do they reap.” And yet the great Fa-
ther provides for their needs. The Saviour asks, “Are ye
not much better than they?’ Matthew 6:26. The great Pro-
vider for man and beast opens His hand and supplies all
His creatures. The birds of the air are not beneath His no-
tice. Hedoesnot drop thefood into their bills, but He makes
provision for their needs. They must gather the grains He
has scattered for them. They must prepare the material for
their little nests. They must feed their young. They go forth
singing to their labor, for “your heavenly Father feedeth
them.” And “are ye not much better than they?’ Are not
you, asintelligent, spiritual worshipers, of more valuethan
the birds of the air? Will not the Author of our being, the
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Preserver of our life, the One who formed us in His own
divine image, provide for our necessities if we but trust in
Him?

Christ pointed His disciplesto the flowers of thefield,
growing inrich profusion and glowing in the simple beauty
which the heavenly Father had given them, as an expres-
sion of Hisloveto man. Hesaid, “ Consider thelilies of the
field, how they grow.” The beauty and simplicity of these
natural flowers far outrival the splendor of Solomon. The
most gorgeous attire produced by the skill of art cannot
bear comparison with the natural grace and radiant beauty
of the flowers of God's creation. Jesus asks, “If God so
clothe the grass of thefield, which today is, and tomorrow
iscast into the oven, shall He not much more clotheyou, O
yeof littlefaith?’ Matthew 6:30. If God, the divine Artist,
gives to the simple flowers that perish in aday their deli-
cate and varied colors, how much greater carewill He have
for thosewho are created in His own image? Thislesson of
Christ’'s is a rebuke to the anxious thought, the perplexity
and doubt, of the faithless heart.

TheLordwould haveall His sonsand daughters happy,
peaceful, and obedient. Jesus says, “My peace | give unto
you: not asthe world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27.
“These things have | spoken unto you, that My joy might
remain inyou, and that your joy might befull.” John 15:11.

Happinessthat is sought from selfish motives, outside
of the path of duty, isill-balanced, fitful, and transitory; it
passes away, and the soul isfilled with loneliness and sor-
row; but thereisjoy and satisfaction in the service of God,;
the Christian is not left to walk in uncertain paths; heis not
left to vain regrets and disappointments. If we do not have
the pleasures of thislifewe may still bejoyful inlooking to
thelife beyond.

But even here Christians may havethejoy of commun-
ion with Christ; they may have the light of His love, the
perpetual comfort of His presence. Every step in life may
bring uscloser to Jesus, may give usadeeper experience of
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His love, and may bring us one step nearer to the blessed
home of peace. Then let us not cast away our confidence,
but have firm assurance, firmer than ever before. “ Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us,” (1 Samuel 7:12) and Hewill help
usto the end. Let uslook to the monumental pillars, re-
minders of what the Lord has done to comfort us and to
save usfrom the hand of the destroyer. Let uskeep freshin
our memory all thetender merciesthat God has shown us—
the tears He has wiped away, the pains He has soothed, the
anxietiesremoved, the fears dispelled, the wants supplied,
the blessings bestowed,—thus strengthening ourselves for
al that is before us through the remainder of our pilgrim-
age.

We cannot but ook forward to new perplexitiesin the
coming conflict, but we may ook on what is past aswell as
onwhat isto come, and say, “ Hitherto hath the L ord hel ped
us.” “Asthy days, so shall thy strength be.” Deuteronomy
33:25. The trial will not exceed the strength that shall be
given usto bear it. Then let ustake up our work just where
wefindit, believing that whatever may come, strength pro-
portionate to the trial will be given.

And by and by the gates of heaven will be thrown open
to admit God'’s children, and from the lips of the King of
glory the benediction will fall ontheir earslikerichest mu-
sic, “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Mat-
thew 25:34.

Then the redeemed will be welcomed to the home that
Jesus is preparing for them. There their companions will
not be the vile of earth, liars, idolaters, the impure, and
unbelieving; but they will associate with those who have
overcome Satan and through divine grace have formed per-
fect characters. Every sinful tendency, every imperfection,
that afflicts them here has been removed by the blood of
Christ, and the excellence and brightness of His glory, far
exceeding the brightness of the sun, is imparted to them.
Andthemoral beauty, the perfection of Hischaracter, shines
through them, in worth far exceeding this outward splen-
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dor. They are without fault before the great white throne,
sharing the dignity and the privileges of the angels.

In view of the glorious inheritance that may be his,
“what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mat-
thew 16:26). He may be poor, yet he possessesin himself a
wealth and dignity that the world could never bestow. The
soul redeemed and cleansed from sin, with al itsnoble pow-
ers, dedicated to the service of God, isof surpassing worth;
and there isjoy in heaven in the presence of God and the
holy angelsover one soul redeemed, ajoy that isexpressed
in songs of holy triumph.

This concludes the book, Steps to Christ.
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The Origin of Evil

How DID evil begin? Why IS there sin anyway? Here is one of the
most sweeping chapters in this entire book of the ages. Read that
most amazing of stories—how sin began —

Although surrounded by continual selflessness, something hap-
pened. What could turn an angel of light into a devil—and do it
right in the middle of heaven? This is something you will want to
read. It will tell you why God had to wait—and the wonderful future in
store for His children—because He did —

To many minds, the origin of sin and the reason for
its existence are a source of great perplexity. They see
thework of evil, with itsterribleresultsof woeand deso-
lation, and they question how all this can exist under
the sovereignty of One who is infinite in wisdom, in
power, and in love. Here is a mystery, of which they
find no explanation. And in their uncertainty and doulbt,
they are blinded to truths plainly revealed in God’'s Word,
and essentia to salvation. There are those who, in their
inquiries concerning the existence of sin, endeavor to search
into that which God has never reveal ed; hencethey find no
solution of their difficulties; and such as are actuated by a
disposition to doubt and cavil, seize upon this as an excuse
for rejecting the words of Holy Writ. Others, however, fail
of asatisfactory understanding of the great problem of evil,
from the fact that tradition and misinterpretation have ob-
scured the teaching of the Bible concerning the character
of God, the nature of His government, and the principles of
His dealing with sin.
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It isimpossible to so explain the origin of sin as to
give areason for its existence. Yet enough may be un-
derstood concerning both the origin and the final dis-
position of sin, to fully make manifest the justice and
benevolence of God in all His dealings with evil. Noth-
ing is more plainly taught in Scripture than that God was
in nowise responsible for the entrance of sin; that there
was no arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no deficiency
in the divine government, that gave occasion for the upris-
ing of rebellion. Sin is an intruder, for whose presence
no reason can begiven. It ismysterious, unaccountable;
to excuseit, isto defend it. Could excuse for it be found,
or cause be shown for its existence, it would cease to be
sin. Our only definition of sin isthat given in the Word
of God; it is“thetransgression of thelaw”; it isthe out-
working of a principle at war with the great law of love
which isthe foundation of the divine government.

Before the entrance of evil, there was peace and joy
throughout the universe. All was in perfect harmony
with the Creator’swill. Love for God was supreme, love
for one another impartial. Christ the Word, the only begot-
ten of God, was one with the eternal Father,—one in na-
ture, in character, and in purpose,—the only being in all
the universe that could enter into all the counsels and pur-
poses of God. By Christ, the Father wrought in the creation
of al heavenly beings. “By him were all things crested,
that are in Heaven . . whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers’ (Colossians 1:16); and to
Christ, equally with the Father, all Heaven gave allegiance.

Thelaw of love being the foundation of the government
of God, the happiness of all created beings depended upon
their perfect accord with its great principles of righteous-
ness. God desires from all His creatures the service of
love—homage that springs from an intelligent appre-
ciation of Hischaracter. Hetakesno pleasurein aforced
allegiance, and to all He grants freedom of will, that they
may render Him voluntary service.

But therewasonethat choseto pervert thisfreedom.
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Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, had been
most honored of God, and who stood highest in power
and glory among the inhabitants of Heaven. Beforehisfall,
Lucifer wasfirst of the covering cherubs, holy and un-
defiled. “Thussaith the Lord God: Thou sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in
Eden the garden of God; every precious stone wasthy cov-
ering.” “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and |
have set thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God,;
thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of
fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity wasfoundinthee.” Ezekiel 28:12-
15.

Lucifer might haveremained in favor with God, beloved
and honored by all the angelic host, exercising his noble
powers to bless others and to glorify His Maker. But, says
the prophet, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness.” Ezekiel 28:17. Littleby little, Lucifer came
toindulgeadesirefor self-exaltation. “ Thou hast set thine
heart as the heart of God.” “Thou hast said . . | will exalt
my throne above the stars of God; | will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation.” “1 will ascend abovetheheights
of the clouds; | will be like the Most High.” Ezekiel 28:6;
Isaiah 14:13, 14. I nstead of seekingto make God supreme
in the affections and allegiance of His creatures, it was
Lucifer’sendeavor to win their service and homageto
himself. And, coveting the honor which theinfinite Father
had bestowed upon His Son, this prince of angels aspired
to power which it was the prerogative of Christ alone to
wield.

All Heaven had rejoiced toreflect the Creator’sglory
and to show forth His praise. And while God was thus
honored, all had been peace and gladness. But a note of
discord now marred the celestial harmonies. The ser-
vice and exaltation of self, contrary to the Creator’s plan,
awakened forebodings of evil in mindsto whom God'sglory
was supreme. The heavenly councils pleaded with L uci-
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fer. The Son of God presented before him the greatness,
the goodness, and thejustice of the Creator, and the sacred,
unchanging nature of Hislaw. God Himself had established
the order of Heaven; and in departing fromiit, Lucifer would
dishonor his Maker, and bring ruin upon himself. But the
war ning, given in infinitelove and mercy, only aroused
aspirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed jealousy of Christ
to prevail, and he became the more deter mined.

Pridein his own glory nourished the desire for su-
premacy. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were
not appreciated asthe gift of God, and called forth no grati-
tudeto the Creator. He gloried in his brightness and exalta-
tion, and aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved
and reverenced by the heavenly host. Angels delighted to
execute his commands, and he was clothed with wisdom
and glory above them all. Yet the Son of God was the
acknowledged sovereign of Heaven, one in power and
authority with the Father. In all the counsels of God,
Christ wasa participant, while L ucifer wasnot per mit-
ted thusto enter into thedivine purposes. “Why,” ques-
tioned this mighty angel, “should Christ have the su-
premacy? Why is He thus honored above Lucifer?’

L eaving hisplacein theimmediate presence of God,
Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent
among the angels. Working with mysterious secrecy, and
for atime concealing hisreal purpose under an appearance
of reverence for God, he endeavored to excite dissatis-
faction concer ning thelawsthat gover ned heavenly be-
ings, intimating that they imposed an unnecessary re-
straint. Since their natures were holy, he urged that the
angels should obey the dictates of their ownwill. He sought
to create sympathy for himself, by representing that God
had dealt unjustly with him in bestowing supreme honor
upon Christ. Heclaimed that in aspiring to greater power
and honor hewasnot aiming at self-exaltation, but was
seeking to secure liberty for all the inhabitants of
Heaven, that by thismeansthey might attain toahigher
state of existence.
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God, in Hisgreat mercy, bore long with Lucifer. He
wasnot immediately degraded from hisexalted station when
hefirst indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even when he
began to present his false claims before the loyal angels.
Long was he retained in Heaven. Again and again he was
offered pardon, on condition of repentance and submission.
Such effortsasonly infinite love and wisdom could de-
vise, were madeto convince him of hiserror. The spirit
of discontent had never before been known in Heaven.
Lucifer himself did not at first seewhither hewasdrift-
ing; he did not understand the real nature of his feelings.
But ashisdissatisfaction wasproved to bewithout cause,
Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong, that
the divine claims were just, and that he ought to ac-
knowledgethem assuch beforeall Heaven. Had hedone
this, he might have saved himself and many angels. He
had not at this time fully cast off his allegiance to God.
Though he had forsaken his position as covering cherub,
yet if he had been willing to return to God, acknowledging
the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place ap-
pointed him in God's great plan, he would have been re-
instated in his office. But pride forbade him to submit.
He persistently defended his own course, maintained
that he had no need of repentance, and fully committed
himself, in the great controver sy, against his M aker.

All the power s of his master-mind were now bent to
the work of deception, to secure the sympathy of the
angelsthat had been under hiscommand. Even the fact
that Christ had warned and counseled him, was perverted
to serve histraitorous designs. To those whose loving trust
bound them most closely to him, Satan had represented that
hewaswrongly judged, that his position was not respected,
and that his liberty was to be abridged. From misrepre-
sentation of the words of Christ, he passed to prevari-
cation and direct falsehood, accusing the Son of God of a
design to humiliate him before the inhabitants of Heaven.
He sought also to make a false issue between himself and
theloyal angels. All whom hecould not subvert and bring
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fully to hisside, he accused of indifferenceto theinter-
ests of heavenly beings. The very work which he him-
self was doing, he charged upon those who remained
trueto God. And to sustain his charge of God's injustice
toward him, he resorted to misrepresentation of the words
and acts of the Creator. It was his policy to perplex the
angels with subtle arguments concer ning the pur poses
of God. Everything that wassimpleheshrouded in mys-
tery, and by artful perversion cast doubt upon the plainest
statements of Jehovah. Hishigh position, in such close con-
nection with the divine administration, gave greater force
to hisrepresentations, and many were induced to unite with
him in rebellion against Heaven's authority.

God in Hiswisdom per mitted Satan tocarry forward
his work, until the spirit of disaffection ripened into
active revolt. It was necessary for his plansto be fully
developed, that their true nature and tendency might
be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been
highly exalted; he was greatly loved by the heavenly be-
ings, and his influence over them was strong. God's gov-
ernment included not only the inhabitants of Heaven, but
of al the worlds that he had created; and Satan thought
that if he could carry the angels of Heaven with himin
rebellion, he could carry also the other worlds. He had
artfully presented hisside of the question, employing soph-
istry and fraud to secure his objects. His power to deceive
wasvery great, and by disguising himself inacloak of false-
hood he had gained an advantage. Even the loyal angels
could not fully discern his character, or seeto what his
wor k was leading.

Satan had been so highly honored, and all his acts
were so clothed with mystery, that it was difficult to
discloseto the angelsthetrue nature of hiswork. Until
fully developed, sin would not appear the evil thing it
was. Heretoforeit had had no placein the universe of God,
and holy beings had no conception of its nature and malig-
nity. They could not discern the terrible consequences that
would result from setting aside the divine law. Satan had,
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at first, concealed hiswork under a specious profession
of loyalty to God. He claimed to be seeking to promote
the honor of God, the stability of His gover nment, and
the good of all the inhabitants of Heaven. While instill-
ing discontent into the minds of the angels under him, he
had artfully made it appear that he was seeking to remove
dissatisfaction. When he urged that changes be madein the
order and laws of God’s government, it was under the pre-
tense that these were necessary in order to preserve har-
mony in Heaven.

In hisdealingwith sin, God could employ only right-
eousness and truth. Satan could use what God could
not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify theword
of God, and had misrepresented His plan of government
before the angels, claiming that God was not just in laying
laws and rules upon the inhabitants of Heaven; that in re-
quiring submission and obedience from His creatures, He
was seeking merely the exaltation of himself. Thereforeit
must bedemonstrated beforetheinhabitantsof Heaven
aswell asof all theworlds, that God’s gover nment was
just, His law perfect. Satan had made it appear that He
Himself was seeking to promote the good of the universe.
Thetrue character of the usurper, and hisreal object, must
be understood by all. He must have time to manifest him-
self by hiswicked works.

The discord which his own course had caused in
Heaven, Satan charged upon the law and government
of God. All evil hedeclared to betheresult of thedivine
administration. He claimed that it was his own object to
improve upon the statutes of Jehovah. Thereforeit wasnec-
essary that he should demonstrate the nature of Hisclaims,
and show the working out of his proposed changes in the
divinelaw. Hisown wor k must condemn him. Satan had
claimed from thefirst that hewasnot in rebellion. The
whole univer se must see the deceiver unmasked.

Even when it was decided that he could no longer
remain in Heaven, infinite wisdom did not destroy Sa-
tan. Since the service of love can aone be acceptable to
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God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a con-
viction of His justice and benevolence. The inhabitants
of Heaven and of other worlds, being unprepared to
comprehend the nature or consequences of sin, could
not then have seen thejustice and mercy of God in the
destruction of Satan. Had he been immediately blotted
from existence, they would have served God from fear,
rather than from love. The influence of the deceiver would
not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebel-
lion have been utterly eradicated. Evil must be permitted
to cometo maturity. For thegood of theentireuniverse
through ceaseless ages, Satan must more fully develop
his principles, that his charges against the divine govern-
ment might be seenin their truelight by all created beings,
that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of
Hislaw might forever be placed beyond al question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe
through all coming ages, a perpetual testimony to the
nature and terrible results of sin. The working out of
Satan’srule, itseffectsupon both men and angels, would
show what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine
authority. It would testify that with the existence of God's
government and His law is bound up the well-being of all
the creatures He has made. Thusthe history of thisterrible
experiment of rebellion wasto be a perpetual safeguard to
all holy intelligences, to prevent them from being deceived
as to the nature of transgression, to save them from com-
mitting sin, and suffering its punishment.

To the very close of the controversy in Heaven, the
great usurper continued tojustify himself. When it was
announced that with all his sympathizers he must be
expelled from the abodes of bliss, then therebel leader
boldly avowed his contempt for the Creator’s law. He
reiterated hisclaim that angel sneeded no control, but should
be left to follow their own will, which would ever guide
them right. He denounced the divine statutes as a re-
striction of their liberty, and declared that it was his
purpose to secure the abolition of law; that, freed from
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thisrestraint, the hosts of Heaven might enter upon amore
exalted, more glorious state of existence.

With oneaccord, Satan and hishost threw theblame
of their rebellion wholly upon Christ, declaring that if
they had not been reproved, they would never havere-
belled. Thus stubborn and defiant in their disloyalty, seek-
ing vainly to overthrow the government of God, yet blas-
phemously claiming to be themselvesthe innocent victims
of oppressive power, the arch-rebel and all his sympa-
thizerswere at last banished from Heaven.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in Heaven,
still inspiresrebellion on earth. Satan hascontinued with
men the same policy which he pursued with the angels.
His spirit now reignsin the children of disobedience. Like
him they seek to break down the restraints of the law of
God, and promise men liberty through transgression of its
precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of hatred
and resistance. When God's messages of warning are
brought home to the conscience, Satan leads men to jus-
tify themselves, and to seek the sympathy of othersin
their course of sin. Instead of correcting their errors,
they exciteindignation against thereprover, asif hewere
the sole cause of difficulty. From the days of righteousAbel
to our owntime, suchisthe spirit which has been displayed
toward those who dare to condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the character of God
as he had practiced in Heaven, causing him to be regarded
as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin. And
having succeeded thus far, he declared that God’s un-
just restrictionshad led to man’sfall, asthey had led to
his own rebellion.

But the Eternal One Himself proclaims His character:
“The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that
will by no means clear the guilty.” Exodus 34.6, 7.

In the banishment of Satan from Heaven, God de-
clared His justice, and maintained the honor of His
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throne. But when man had sinned through yielding to
the deceptions of this apostate spirit, God gave an evi-
dence of Hislove by yielding up Hisonly begotten Son
to diefor thefallen race. In the atonement the character
of God isreveaed. The mighty argument of the cross dem-
onstratesto the whole universe that the course of sinwhich
L ucifer had chosen wasin nowise chargeabl e upon the gov-
ernment of God.

In the contest between Christ and Satan, during the
Saviour’s earthly ministry, the character of the great
deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could so effectually
have uprooted Satan from the affections of the heav-
enly angelsand thewholeloyal universeasdid hiscruel
warfare upon the world’s Redeemer. The daring blas-
phemy of his demand that Christ should pay him homage,
his presumptuous boldnessin bearing Him to the mountain
summit and the pinnacle of thetemple, the maliciousintent
betrayed in urging Himto cast Himself down from the dizzy
height, the unsleeping malice that hunted Him from place
to place, inspiring the hearts of priests and peopleto reject
His love, and at the last to cry, “Crucify Him! crucify
Him!”—all this excited the amazement and indignation of
the universe.

It was Satan that prompted the world’s rejection of
Christ. Theprinceof evil exerted all hispower and cun-
ning to destroy Jesus, for he saw that the Saviour’s
mercy and love, Hiscompassion and pitying tender ness,
were representing to the world the character of God.
Satan contested every claim put forth by the Son of God,
and employed men as His agents to fill the Saviour’slife
with suffering and sorrow. The sophistry and falsehood by
which he had sought to hinder thework of Jesus, the hatred
manifested through the children of disobedience, his cruel
accusations against Him whose lifewas one of unexampled
goodness, all sprung from deep-seated revenge. The pent-
up fires of envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst
forth on Calvary against the Son of God, while all
Heaven gazed upon the scenein silent horror.
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When the great sacrifice had been consummated, Christ
ascended on high, refusing the adoration of angelsuntil He
had presented the request, | will that they also, whom thou
hast given Me, be with Mewhere|l am.” John 17:24. Then
with inexpressible love and power came forth the answer
from the Father’s throne, “Let all the angels of God wor-
ship Him.” Hebrews 1.6. Not astain rested upon Jesus. His
humiliation ended, His sacrifice compl eted, therewasgiven
unto Him aname that is above every name.

Now the guilt of Satan stood forth without excuse.
Hehad revealed histruecharacter asaliar and amur-
derer. It was seen that the very same spirit with which he
ruled the children of men, who were under his power, he
would have manifested had he been permitted to control
theinhabitantsof Heaven. Hehad claimed that thetrans-
gression of God's law would bring liberty and exalta-
tion; but it was seen to result in bondage and degrada-
tion.

Satan’slying char gesagainst thedivinecharacter and
government appeared in their truelight. He had accused
God of seeking merely the exaltation of Himself in requir-
ing submission and obedience from His creatures, and had
declared that whilethe Creator exacted self-denial from all
others, He Himself practiced no self-denial, made no sacri-
fice. Now it was seen that for the salvation of a fallen
and sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had madethe
greatest sacrifice which love could make; for “ God was
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:19. It was seen, aso, that while Lucifer had opened
the door for the entrance of sin, by hisdesire for honor and
supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, humbled
Himself, and become obedient unto death.

God had manifested Hisabhorrenceof theprinciples
of rebellion. All Heaven saw Hisjustice revealed, both
in the condemnation of Satan and in the redemption of
man. Lucifer had declared that if the law of God was
changeless, and its penalty could not be remitted, every
transgressor must be forever debarred from the Creator’s
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favor. He had claimed that the sinful race were placed be-
yond redemption, and were therefore hisrightful prey. But
the death of Christ was an argument in man’s behalf
that could not be overthrown. The penalty of the law fell
upon him who was equal with God, and man was free to
accept the righteousness of Christ, and by a life of peni-
tence and humiliation to triumph, as the Son of God had
triumphed, over the power of Satan. Thus God isjust, and
yet the justifier of all who believein Jesus.

But it was not merely to accomplish the redemption
of man that Christ came to the earth to suffer and to
die. Hecameto“ magnify thelaw” and to“ makeit hon-
orable.” Not alone that the inhabitants of thisworld might
regard the law as it should be regarded; but it was to dem-
onstrate to al the worlds of the universe that God'slaw is
unchangeable. Could itsclaimshavebeen set aside, then
the Son of God need not haveyielded up Hislifetoatone
for itstransgression. The death of Christ provesit im-
mutable. And the sacrifice to which infiniteloveimpelled
the Father and the Son, that sinners might be redeemed,
demonstrates to all the universe—what nothing less than
this plan of atonement could have sufficed to do—that jus-
tice and mercy are the foundation of the law and govern-
ment of God.

In thefinal execution of the Judgment it will be seen
that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge of al the
earth shall demand of Satan, “Why hast thou rebelled against
Me, and robbed me of the subjects of My kingdom?’ the
originator of evil can render no excuse. Every mouth will
be stopped, and all the hosts of rebellion will be speech-
less.

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law im-
mutable, proclaims to the universe that the wages of
sin is death. In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is fin-
ished,” the death-knell of Satan was rung. The great
controver sy which had been solong in progresswasthen
decided, and thefinal eradication of evil was made cer -
tain. The Son of God passed through the portals of the
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tomb, that “through death He might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14.
Lucifer’s desire for self-exaltation had led him to say, “I
will exalt my throne abovethe starsof God. . | will belike
the Most High.” God declares, “1 will bring thee to ashes
upon the earth . . and never shalt thou be any more.” Isaiah
14:13, 14; Ezekiel 28:18, 19. When “the day cometh that
shall burn asan oven,” “all the proud, yea, and all that
do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall
leave them neither root nor branch.” Malachi 4:1.

The whole universe will have become witnesses to
the nature and results of sin. And its utter extermina-
tion, which in the beginning would have brought fear
to angels and dishonor to God, will now vindicate His
love and establish His honor before a universe of be-
ings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is
Hislaw. Never will evil again be manifest. SaystheWord
of God, “Affliction shall not rise up the second time.”
Nahum 1:9. The law of God, which Satan has reproached
as the yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law of lib-
erty. A tested and proved creation will never again be
turned from allegianceto Him whose char acter hasbeen
fully manifested beforethem asfathomlesslove and in-
finite wisdom.
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Ehntening Upon
A Deeper Worship

FACT NUMBER ONE—The Sabbath was given to all mankind
at the Creation of this world.

The seventh-day Sabbath was given to mankind on the seventh
day of Creation Week.

“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended His work which
He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from all His
work which He had made.

“And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because
that in it He had rested from all His work which God created and
made.”—Genesis 2:1-3.

God dedicated and set aside the Sabbath as a rest day—2,000
years before the first Jew. Abraham is considered by all to have been
the first Jew. He lived about 2000 B.C. Biblical records indicate that the
Creation of this world took place about 4000 B.C. So the Bible Sabbath
is not Jewish! It is for mankind; it is for all the world.

“The Sabbath was made for man.”—~Mark 2:27.

FACT NUMBER TW0—The Sabbath is a memorial of Cre-
ation and our salvation.
First, it is a memorial of Creation.
“Itis a sign between Me and the children of Israel for ever: for
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh
day He rested, and was refreshed.”—Exodus 31:17.
As a memorial of the Creation of this world, the Sabbath cannot
pass away without first having this world pass away—and creating a
new one! Our planet could not have a new or different Sabbath day,
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without having it first hurled into oblivion—and then a new planet cre-
ated from nothing. But no such event has occurred.

Second, the Sabbath is a symbol of our salvation. When we keep
it, we tell all the world that we belong to God and that we serve and obey
Him. The seventh-day Sabbath is a sign of our conversion, sanctifica-
tion, and salvation:

“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me
and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that |
am the Lord that doth sanctify you.”—£xodus 31:13.

“Moreover also | gave them My Sabbaths to be a sign be-
tween Me and them, that they might know that | am the Lord that
sanctify them.”—Ezekiel 20:12.

“And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between
Me and you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your God.”"—
Ezekiel 20:20.

But what about Christ’s resurrection? Nowhere in Scripture were
we told to keep any day in honor of Christ’s resurrection. To do so is
unscriptural. On the contrary, to set aside the Creation and sanctifica-
tion Sabbath of the Bible—for another day of the week—and excuse it
by saying that we do so “in honor of Christ’s resurrection”—is indeed
to do a very daring thing. Who dare presume to set aside the Memorial
of Creation and salvation for any reason! To knowingly do so, flies in the
face of repeated, direct, Biblical commands by the God of heaven. To
do so denies that He is our Creator and Redeemer.

If we abandon the Bible Sabbath and keep another day holy, in the
Judgment what excuse can we offer? There is no Bible reason for keep-
ing the first day of the week holy instead of the seventh day.

FACT NUMBER THREE—The people of God kept the Bible
Sabbath before the Ten Commandments were given at Mount Sinai.

The Sabbath Truth was first given to our race in Eden before the
fall of man. It was given before sin existed, and apart from it. It was
given to every man to link him to his God. And if Adam needed the
Sabbath, we need it all the more today.

God’s people had it before Mount Sinai. Four chapters before the
Ten Commandments were given on Mount Sinai, the God of heaven
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spoke in such a way that it is obvious that the seventh-day Sabbath was
already well-known by the people of God—but not always well-kept:
Read Exodus 16.

There are those who say that the seventh-day Sabbath was not
commanded by God, nor kept by man before it was spoken from Mount
Sinai in Exodus 20. But Genesis 2:1-3 and Exodus 16 prove otherwise.

FACT NUMBER FOUR—The seventh-day Sabbath Command-
ment lies in the very heart of the Moral Law of Ten Command-
ments.

“Remember The Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

“Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work. But the sev-
enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates.

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”—Exodus 20:8-
11.

The Sabbath Commandment is part of the Moral Law of Ten Com-
mandments. The Apostle James tells us that if we break any part of this
law, we have broken it all (James 2:10-12). We cannot tear out the
Fourth Commandment without setting aside all the others as well. They
all stand together, because the God of Heaven put them all together.

We do not decide which day of the week is to be kept holy unto
God; He alone is to do this. It is for Him to command; it is for us to
obey.

Some say that Genesis 2:1-3 is not a command for man to keep
the Sabbath, and therefore we do not obey it. But Exodus 16 and 20
clearly show that man /s commanded to keep it holy. And who dare say
that the Ten Commandments were only for the Jewish race? Are the
rest of us permitted to lie, steal, cheat, and commit adultery? Are only
the Hebrews to observe these ten moral principles?

The reason for the commandment is the Creation of this world:
“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth.” This is not some-
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thing local, merely for a Semitic race;—it is a commandment for all in
the entire world who shall bow down and worship their Creator in humble
thankfulness for His plan to save them through the life and death of
Jesus Christ. It was given at the Creation of this world, and was given to
every man, woman, and child who shall live on this planet.

God wrote these Ten Commandments with His own finger (Ex
31:18; Deut 9:10). He wrote them on the most enduring thing in the
world, and that is rock (Ex 31:18). And He wishes to write them also on
our hearts.

“This is the covenant that | will make with them after those
days, saith the Lord: | will put My laws into their hearts, and in
their minds will | write them.”—Hebrews 10:16 (Heb 8:10; Jer
31:33).

And, if we will let Him, through the New Covenant He will write His
holy law upon our hearts. To have the Ten Commandments written on
our hearts means two things: First, a willingness to obey them and,
second, letting God enable us to do so by the grace of Jesus, His Son.
Obedience to God’s law is to become an integral part of our lives.

FACT NUMBER FIVE—The weekly seventh-day Sabbath is
part of the Moral Law contained in the Ten Commandments. It will
stand forever. The yearly sabbaths were part of the ceremonial
laws that prefigured, or foreshadowed, the death and ministry of
Christ.

These “shadow laws,” such as Passover and the Wave Sheaf,
which were a part of the ceremonial or sacrificial law, would not
endure past the death of Christ.

“For the [ceremonial] law having a shadow of good things to
come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the
comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased
to be offered? . . But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.”—Hebrews
10:1-4.

These ceremonial laws were not written on rock, but were con-
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tained in ordinances, written on parchment. The rock was to endure,
but the ordinances that foreshadowed the death of Christ were to pass
away at His death. Itis for this reason that we do not today observe the
yearly sabbaths of the Passover and the Wave Sheaf.
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to His cross . . Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbath days. Which are a shadow of things to come; but the
body is of Christ.”—Colossians 2:14,16-17.

In the Greek it says, “or of the sabbaths.” There is one weekly
Sabbath; it comes down to us from the Creation of this world and will
be kept in the New Earth (Isa 66:22-23). But the yearly sabbaths did
not begin until Moses. They foreshadowed and explained the coming
death of Christ till it happened; and, at His death, they were nailed to His
Cross.

If the ordinances containing the yearly sabbaths had not been set
aside at Calvary, we would need now to sacrifice animals on various
occasions throughout the year. But we are not now to slay lambs; for
Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.”—dJohn 1:29.

“For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.”—1
Corinthians 5:7.

FACT NUMBER SIX—Christ’s disciples faithfully kept the Bible
Sabbath, not Sunday.

The disciples had been with Jesus for three and a half years, and
had listened closely to His teachings. What they did at the time of His
death on Calvary shows what He taught them. The sacred importance
of the seventh-day Sabbath was of such concern to them that they
would not even prepare the body of Jesus properly for burial on Friday,
lest they transgress the Fourth Commandment.

“And now when the even was come, because it was the prepa-
ration, that is, the day before the Sabbath . . Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where He was laid.
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“And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary
the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices,
that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in the morn-
ing the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the
rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall
roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?”—>Mark
15:42, 47-16:3.

For more on this, read Luke 23:53-24:2.

FACT NUMBER SEVEN—According to the New Testament,
the Apostles of Jesus always kept the Bible Sabbath.

The Apostles kept the Bible Sabbath. Read Acts 13:14; Acts
13:42; Acts 16:13; Acts 17:1-2.

Paul supported himself by tentmaking; and then on the Sabbath,
he would preach the gospel.

“Because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and
wrought: for by their occupation, they were tentmakers . . And he
reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the
Jews and the Greeks . . He continued there a year and six months,
teaching the Word of God among them.”—Acts 18:3, 4, 11.

Paul’s manner was the same as Christ’s custom: to keep the
Bible Sabbath (Acts 17:1-2; Luke 4:16).

Paul never taught that the Moral Law was, or could be, set aside.
It will ever govern the conduct of mankind:

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yea, we establish the law.”—Romans 3:31.

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace
may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live
any longer therein?”—~Romans 6:1-2.

“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, |
had not known sin, but by the law: for | had not known lust,
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.”—Romans 7:7.

Paul clearly saw that the problem was that we needed to obey
the law; there was nothing wrong with the requirements of the law
itself.

“Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
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just, and good.”—Romans 7:12.

“Gircumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but
[that which is important is] the keeping of the commandments of
God.”—1 Corinthians 7:19.

The moral standard that governs mankind was not relaxed or
destroyed by the death of Christ; for, indeed, it is through the merits
of Christ’s sacrifice that we can be empowered to keep that law.

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people
from their sins.”—Matthew 1:21.

Jesus saves us from our sins, not in our sins. And since sin is
the breaking of the Ten Commandments, it is obvious that He saves
us by enabling us, strengthening us, to keep that law.

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law.”—7 John 3:4.

The other Apostles saw this same great truth, that the moral
standard that governs mankind was not relaxed or destroyed by the
death of Christ:

“But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the Word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face In a glass.
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was.

“But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of
the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed . . For whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty
of all. For He that saith, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art be-
come a transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, as they
that shall be judged by the law of liberty . . Faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works; shew me thy faith without thy works, and
| will shew thee my faith by my works.”—dJames 1:22-25; 2:10-
12, 17-18.

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
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love God, and keep His commandments. For this is the love of
God, that we keep His commandments: and His commandments
are not grievous.”—7 John 5:2-3.

FACT NUMBER EIGHT—God predicted in Scripture that men
would later try to change the Law of God—and especially the
“time law.”

The Bible Sabbath is very important—for it is the very center of
our worship of God! If men were later to try to change it to another
day, we should surely expect a Bible prophecy saying that it would
happen.

“And he [the little horn power] shall speak great words against
the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High,
and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into
His hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.”—Danie/
7:25.

The church of the Dark Ages was to rule the world for 1260
years, and during this time would try to tear out God’s holy Time Law
and put a counterfeit in its place. Oh, what blasphemy men can dream
up, when they are tempted by Satan to gain religious control of their
fellow men!

“For that day [the Second Coming of Christ] shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth him-
self above all that is called God, or that is worshiped.”—2
Thessalonians 2:3-4.

God said:

“And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between
Me and you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your God.” —
Ezekiel 20:20.

After the New Testament was finished and the Apostles had died,
men tried transfer the sacredness from the seventh to the first day of
the week. They tried to change the “time law.”

Roman Catholic: “Itis well to remind the Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Methodists, and all other Christians, that the Bible does not
support them anywhere in their observance of Sunday. Sunday
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is an institution of the Roman Catholic Church, and those who
observe the day observe a commandment of the Catholic
Church.”—Priest Brady, in an address at Elizabeth, N.J., March
17, 1903; reported in the Elizabeth, N.J., News of March 18,
1903.

“You may search the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and
you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of
Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Sat-
erday, a day which we never sanctify.”—dJames Cardinal Gibbon,
The Faith of Our Fathers, chapter 8.

“If Protestants would follow the Bible, they should worship
God on the Sabbath day. In keeping the Sunday they are follow-
ing a law of the Catholic Church.”—Albert Smith, Chancellor of
the Archdiocese of Baltimore, replying for the Cardinal, in a letter
of February 10, 1920.

“We hold upon this earth the place of God Aimighty.”—Pope
Leo XIll, Encyclical Letter, June 20, 1894; The Great Encyclical
Letters of Leo Xlll, p. 304.

“Prove to me from the Bible alone that | am bound to keep
Sunday holy. There is no such law in the Bible. It is a law of the
holy Catholic Church alone. The Bible says ‘Remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy.” The Catholic Church says, No. By my
divine power | abolish the Sabbath day and command you to
keep holy the first day of the week. And lo! The entire civilized
world bows down in reverent obedience to the command of the
Holy Catholic Church.”—Priest Thomas Enright, CSSR, Presi-
dent of Redemptorist College, Kansas City, MO, in a lecture at
Hartford, Kansas Weekly Call, February 22, 1884, and the Ameri-
can Sentinel, a New York Roman Catholic journal, in June 1893,
p. 173.

“Of course the Catholic Church claims that the change was
heract. . AND THE ACT IS AMARK of her ecclesiastical power.”—
From the office of Cardinal Gibbons, through Chancellor H. F.
Thomas, November 11, 1895.

How important it is that we obey the commandments of God
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rather than the commandments of men.
“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey?”—~Romans 6:16.
“It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him
only shalt thou serve.”—Matthew 4:10.

“But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.”—~Matthew 15:9.

“How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God,
follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.”—7 Kings 18:21.

FACT NUMBER NINE—The seventh-day Sabbath, instituted
by God at the Creation of this world, is the seal of His governmen-
tal authority.

God’s basic governmental code for mankind is the Ten Com-
mandments. Of those ten, only the Sabbath commandment reveals
the name of our Creator and Lawgiver.

Of all the commandments in the Decalogue, only the Fourth Com-
mandment reveals the (1) name, (2) authority, and (3) dominion of the
Author of this Law:

In six days, (1) the Lord (name) (2) made (office—the Creator) (3)
heaven and earth (dominion or territory over which He rules). This com-
mandment alone contains the seal of God.

Examine the notary seal of a notary public or any other legal seal.
Each seal will always contain the above three identifying marks.

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy . . for in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab-
bath day, and hallowed it.”—Exodus 20:8, 11.

The Sabbath commandment contains the seal of God, and the
Sabbath itseli—given in this commandment—is inseparably con-
nected with this seal. For the Sabbath is the basis of all true worship
of our Creator. And this worship lies at the heart of all our acknowledg-
ment of His authority as our Creator and our God. The Sabbath is ever
to be kept as a sign that we belong to Him. And the keeping of it brings
us within the circle of this seal.

The seal is impressed in order that all may know the authority from
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whence it comes—and that all may know that it is not to be changed.
The seventh-day Sabbath comes from God. Let no man dare to tamper
with it—for the seal of God is upon it.
“Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that
it be not changed.”—Daniel 6:8.
“Bind up the testimony, seal the law among My disciples.”—
Isaiah 8:16.
“It [the Sabbath] is a sign between Me and the children of
Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed.”—£Exodus
31:17.
“And hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between
Me and you, that ye may know that | am the Lord your God."—
Ezekiel 20:20.

The Sabbath is a powerful sign of God’s creative power—not
only of this earth, but within our lives as well. It requires the same
power to clean our lives and redeem us as it did to create us in the first
place.

“Create in me a clean heart, 0 God.”—~Psalm 51:10.

“We are . . created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”—
Ephesians 2:10.

The Bible tells us there is to be a special sealing work in these
last days, just before the return of Jesus in the clouds of heaven.

“And | saw another angel ascending from the east, having the
seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four
angels . . saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, or the trees,
till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”—
Revelation 7:2-3 (Ezekiel 9:1-6).

“And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and
with Him an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father’s
name written in their foreheads.”—~Revelation 14:1.

The name of the Father is expressive of His character. When
Moses asked to see the glory of God, the Lord passed by and told His
name—that which He was like:

“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
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and abundant in goodness and truth.”—£Exodus 34.6.

And as we look at God’s holy law, we see another view of His
character. It is a transcript of that character. It is God’s characteristics
written on everlasting stone. He wants us to live it out in our lives.

When God writes His name on your forehead and right hand, this
means He writes His law on your heart. This is the work of the new
covenant (Heb 8:10; 10:16; Jer 31:33); and that work reaches its cli-
max when God “seals in” His own people, just before He returns the
second time in the clouds of heaven. What are those sealed ones like?
They are fully obedient to the Law of God:

“And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without
fault before the throne of God.”—Revelation 14:5.

But in the final crisis before His return, there will be a people
who will yield obedience to the beast instead of to God.

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,
If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God.”—Revelation 14:9-10.

“And he [the beast] causeth all, both small and great, rich
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or
in their foreheads.”—~Revelation 13:16.

In contrast with those who serve the beast and receive his mark,
are those who in the last days will serve God and receive His seal.
How can they be identified? God has told us in His Word. Here is a
description of God’s remnant people at the end of time:

“And the dragon [Satan, working through his agents] was
wroth with the woman [the true church], and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”—Revelation 12:17.

And the third angel of Revelation 14, which warns men to not re-
ceive the mark of the beast, also tells them how to avoid receiving it—
by keeping the commandments of God through the faith of Jesus Christ:

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,

If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the
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wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture . .
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—Revelation
14:9-10, 12.

The final crisis will be caused by a decree by the beast, that all
men must disobey a commandment of the law of God. The nations
and churches of the world will not require men to steal or lie or commit
adultery. The growing movement toward national Sunday laws is grow-
ing stronger every passing year. It is seen that in this point, and in this
alone, will be found the heart of the crisis of Revelation 13 and 14.

The first angel of Revelation 14 calls on all men everywhere,
today, to reverence God—hy returning to the worship of the Creator
of all things.

“And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people:

“Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him;
for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”—
Revelation 14:6-7.

As the crisis nears, we must prepare for it.

“The observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage
they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic]
Church.”—Monsignor Louis Segur, Plain Talk About the Protes-
tantism of Today, p. 213.

Already we are facing Sunday closing laws on local levels. Men
are prohibited from doing business on the first working day of the week,
lest they be fined or imprisoned. And the situation will grow worse in the
days just ahead.

“That the image of the beast should both speak, and cause
[decree] that as many as would not worship the image of the
beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great,
rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand,
or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he
that had the mark.”—Revelation 13:15-17.
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But there is victory for those who will stand true to the God of
heaven. There is overcoming power for those who will “keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” (Rev 14:12).

“And | saw . . them that had gotten the victory over the beast,
and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of
his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.”—
Revelation 15:2.

FACT NUMBER TEN—God’s remnant people will keep the
Bible Sabbath, and that holy day will be kept throughout eternity.

(1) Even though there are over two thousand denominations to-
day, the remnant people of God, living at the end of time, can be
identified. God has identified them for us. After speaking about how
the antichrist power in the Dark Ages tried for centuries to destroy the
people of God, we are told how to identify them in these last days,
just before Christ returns in the clouds for His own:

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”—
Revelation 12:17.

And the third angel, after warning all men against receiving the
mark of the beast, tells us clearly who will be the little group that will
stand apart from this almost universal apostasy:

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”—Revelation
14:12.

It will be an almost universal apostasy. All around us can be
seen a rising tide of rebellion against the Ten Commandments. The
colleges and universities teach that man is but an animal descended
from worms and amoeba. The churches teach that God destroyed the
Ten Commandments at Calvary, and that Jesus died to take sinners to
heaven just as they are. Governmental agencies are relaxing moral re-
strictions and permitting gambling, abortion, homosexuality, and other
vices.

This world is becoming a curse, but soon God will intervene.
Prophecy tells us that before the end there will be a small company
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who will stand true to the commandments of God, by faith in Jesus
Christ.

(2) And soon this present evil world will be ended suddenly by the

return of Jesus Christ—and heaven will begin for the faithful.

And in that heaven the seventh-day Sabbath will be kept for-

ever. God’s people suffered and died for it down here, and they will
worship God on that holy day through all ages to come.

Revelation 21 and 22 tells us about this new life with Jesus, when

sin has come to an end and the wicked are no longer alive.

“And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more
sea . . And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.”—
Revelation 21:1; 22:1.

And then we are told who will enter that beautiful new world:

“Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city.”—Revelation 22:14.

But more: There is the promise that they will keep the holy Sab-
bath through all eternity:

“For, behold, | create a new heavens and a new earth: and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind . . And they
shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine-
yards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another
inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a
tree are the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands . . The wolf and the lamb shall feed to-
gether, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock; and dust shall
be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My
holy mountain, saith the Lord . .

“For as the new heavens and the new earth, which | will make,
shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and
your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh
come to worship before Me, saith the Lord.”—/saiah 65:17, 21-
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22, 25, 66:22-23.

Now you have seen God’s plan for His people. And it is a won-
derful one. It can begin for you right now. And it will continue on
throughout eternity. Why not begin today—this very week? Ask God
to forgive you for the past, and tell Him that, by His grace, you will
worship your Creator on His day! This is the best decision you can
make. Go to Him just now. He will help you make it.

And next Sabbath—Dbegin that holy walk with God on His day, the
holy day of Isaiah 58. Read that chapter and see the blessings He will
add, if you will but let Him take over your life.

But think not that there will be no problems or trials. Satan will
bring many upon you. He hates the Sabbath and all who will stand
loyal to it. Yet if you will determine to be true to God and His Word,
you will have strength from above to go through all that lies ahead.

And one day soon, if faithful to the end, you with the redeemed of
all ages will rejoice on the sea of glass and will receive from the hand of
Jesus the overcomer’s crown. And you will be given that new name,
expressive of a new character. And you will begin a walk with Jesus that
will last through all eternity to come.

“And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are
these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence come they?

“And | said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said unto me,
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

“Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him
day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them.

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.

“For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”—Revelation 7:13-
17.
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Helpful Bible Studies

THE BIBLE:
DIVINE GUIDANCE FOR YOUR LIFE

What is the purpose of the Bible?

2 Peter 1:21—"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.”

John 20:30-31—"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the pres-
ence of His disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through His name.”

Psalm 119:11—"Thy Word have | hid in mine heart, that | might
not sin against Thee.”

Psalm 119:105—“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.”

Romans 15:4—“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.”

How should we study the Bible?

Acts 17:11—"“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were s0.”

Isaiah 28:10—“For precept must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little.”

2 Timothy 2:15—"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.”

John §5:39—“Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal life; and they are they which testify of Me.”
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THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION:
GOD’S PLAN TO SAVE YOU FROM SIN

Romans 3:23—“For all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God.”

Isaiah 59:2—"But your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not
hear.”

Romans 6:23—“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

2 Peter 3:9—“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

Exodus 34:6-7—"The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no
means clear the guilty.”

John 3:16-20—"“For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. He
that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.”

Luke 19:10—"“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.”

Matthew 1:21—“He shall save His people from their sins.”

Isaiah 53:6—"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all.”

Acts 16:31—"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.”
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2 Corinthians 6:2—“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.”

John 1:12—"But as many as received Him, to them gave He power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”

Galatians 2:20—"1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for
me.”

John 3:3—“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

2 Corinthians 5:17—“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are be-
come new.”

Philippians 2:13—"For itis God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure.”

Hebrews 10:16—"| will put My laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will | write them.”

1 John 1:9—"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Philippians 4:13—"| can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.”

OBEDIENCE BY FAITH:
HOW GOD ENABLES YOU TO OBEY HIM

| - GOD HAS A GOVERNMENT
Psalm 103:19—"The Lord hath prepared His throne in the heav-
ens; and His kingdom ruleth over all.”

2 - THERE CAN BE NO GOVERNMENT WITHOUT LAW
Romans 7:12—"“The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
just, and good.”
Romans 7:14—"For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am
carnal, sold under sin.”
Proverbs 28:9—“He that turneth away his ear from hearing the
law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”
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3 - GOD’S LAW WAS FOR MEN IN BIBLE TIMES

Romans 3:31—"“Do we then make void the law through faith?
God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”

James 2:10-12—“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For He that said, Do not com-
mit adultery, said also Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery yet if
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and
S0 do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.”

4 - GOD’S LAW IS FOR THE REMNANT IN THE LAST DAYS
Revelation 12:17—"And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Revelation 14:12—"Here is the patience of the saints: here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus” (verses
13-15).

5 - THERE IS GENERAL REBELLION AGAINST GOD’S LAW
Romans 8:7—“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”
Psalm 119:126—"It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have
made void Thy law.”

6 - THERE ARE PROMISES FOR THE OBEDIENT
Psalm 119:165—"Great peace have they which love Thy law: and
nothing shall offend them.”
Isaiah 48:18—"0 that thou hadst hearkened to My command-
ments! then had thy peace been as ariver, and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea.”

7 - THE SACRIFICIAL LAWS WERE ABOLISHED AT THE CROSS

(Hebrews 10:1-16)

Colossians 2:14—“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to His cross.”

Colossians 2:17—“Which are a shadow of things to come; but
the body is of Christ.”
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8. WHAT DOES THE LAW DO FOR THE SINNER?

God uses the law to do for the sinner just what needs to be done. The
sinner must realize that he is a sinner. The heavy hand of the law must
be laid upon him, and he must be arrested in his course. Notice the
following carefully:

1. It gives a knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:20—“By the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans
7:7).

2. It brings guilt and condemnation.

Romans 3:19—“Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”

3. It acts as a spiritual mirror.

James 1:23-25—"If any be a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he

is like unto @ man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth

himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner
of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the

work, this man shall be blessed in his deed” (James 2:9-12).

Without the law, the sinner is like a man who is afflicted with a deadly
disease that he doesn’t know he has. Paul said, “I had not known sin,
but by the law” (Romans 7:7).

9 - WHAT IS THE LAW UNABLE TO DO FOR THE SINNER?

The law cannot forgive. Law does not possess the power to forgive
those who transgress its precepts. Only the Lawgiver can do that. Jesus
died to redeem us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13). The law
cannot keep the sinner from sinning because “the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be”
(Romans 8:7).

The law only shows the sinner where he needs to change; but the law,
itself, cannot change him. And so let us get three facts about the law
very clear.

1. It cannot forgive or justify.
Romans 3:20—"By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
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justified in His sight.”
2. It cannot keep from sin or sanctify.

Galatians 3:21—"|s the law then against the promises of God?
God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life,
verily righteousness should have been by the law.”

3. It cannot cleanse or keep the heart clean (Romans 9:3, 7-8).

The law is limited in its ability to do all that needs to be done for the
sinner. A wound cannot be sewed up with only a needle. The thread of
the gospel must do that.

10 - WHAT DOES THE GRACE OF CHRIST DO FOR THE SINNER?

When the law of God and the Spirit of God have made the sinner con-
scious of his sin, he will then feel his need of Christ and go to the
Saviour for pardon. The publican found it so (Luke 18:13-14). The
woman taken in adultery felt condemned and ashamed. She needed
sympathy and forgiveness, and Christ was ready to grant these to her.
Then He said, “Sin no more.”

If we confess and put away sin, He will forgive (7 John 1:9). This is
grace, or unmerited favor. This gracious love of Christ awakens love in
the heart of the sinner, and he then desires to serve and obey God.
Here are four elements of the saving grace of Christ:

1. It forgives and justifies.

Acts 13:38-39—"Be it known unto you therefore, men and breth-
ren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law of Moses” (Luke 18:13-14).

2. It saves from sin, or sanctifies.

Matthew 1:21—"She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.”

1 Corinthians 1:30—"But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption.”

3. It inspires faith.

Ephesians 2:8-10—"By grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
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good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them.”

4. It brings God’s power.

Romans 1:16—"| am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.”

Forgiveness of sin and power over sin came through the exercise of
simple faith in God’s promises and a full surrender of the heart to Him.

11 - HOW DOES A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE RELATE TO THE LAW?

1. The law hecomes the standard of his life.
1John 5:3—“This is the love of God, that we keep His command-
ments.”

2. He permits Christ to fulfill in him the righteousness of the law.

Romans 8:3-4—"God sending His own Son in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.”

3. Christ writes the law in his heart.

Hebrews 8:10—"This is the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; | will put My laws into
their mind, and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them a God,
and they shall be to Me a people” (Psalm 119:11).
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